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Modern Lives of Children

Exhibition of Original Illustrations

for Children’s Magazines
in the 1920s to 1930s

2015.11/10 tue. — 12/5 sat.
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Open: 10:00—16:00

Closed: Sundays and Mondays

Admission: 300 yen (free for high school students and under)

Flyer design by Yoshimura Yuta, junior in the Faculty of Media Studies, Josai International University
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Murayama Tomoyoshi, “In Accordance with Height,” Kodomo no Tomo, January 1926, ink and watercolors on paper, Fujin no Tomo sha
Takehisa Yumeji, “Snowy Night,” Kodomo no Tomo, February 1925, ink and watercolors on paper, Fujin no Tomo sha
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MIZUTA MUSEUM OF ART, JOSAI INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY 1 Gumyo, Togane-shi, Chiba 283-8555, Japan
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Modern Lives of Children
Exhibition of Original Illustrations for Children’s Magazines
in the 1920s to 1930s
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During the Taisho period, when modernization and westernization were proceeding in Japan,
children’s magazines were published featuring good quality stories, poems, nursery rhymes, and
pictures under a new educational philosophy of paying respect to the initiative and individuality of
each child. Among them, a new type of magazine focusing on pictures gained attention.
Up-and-coming artists, such as Takehisa Yumeji, Okamoto Kiichi, Shimizu Yoshio, Takei Takeo and
Murayama Tomoyoshi, worked on the cover pages and illustrations with their unique styles.
Children were likely excited by the colorful pages, where new cultures were introduced, showing
fancy clothes, imported toys, and Western confectionery together with poems and stories depicting
personalized animals and objects as main characters.

In this exhibition, original illustrations from “ Kodomo no Tomo (Children’s Friend), ” “Akai Tori
(Red Bird)” and “Kodomo no Kuni (Children’s World)” in the 1920s to 1930s are displayed to show
ideal modern life portrayed in illustrations and the world of stories that stimulate your imagination.
Please enjoy this array of works, which are lovely and sometimes humorous, produced by artists
who established a new genre of “painting for children.”
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1. Shimizu Yoshio, “Jumping Rope,” Akai Tori, June 1932, watercolors on
paper, Chihiro Art Museum

2. Okamoto Kiichi, “Azaleas in Full Bloom,” Kodomo no Kuni, June 1927, ink
and watercolors on paper, Chihiro Art Museum

3. Takehisa Yumeji, “Flower Picking,” Kodomo no Tomo , March 1915, ink
and watercolors on paper, Fujin no Tomo sha

4. Honda Shotaro, “Swallows,”Kodomo no Tomo, April 1924, ink and
watercolors on paper, Fujin no Tomo sha

5. Takei Takeo, “Oinking Piggy,” Kodomo no Tomo, June 1925, ink and
watercolors on paper, Fujin no Tomo sha

6. Fukazawa Shozo, “Pussies with Dyed Fur,” Koedomo no Tomo, March 1934,
ink and watercolors on paper, Fujin no Tomo sha
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[Access] @By train: take either the JR Sotobo Line to Oami Station or the JR Sobu
Main Line to Naruto Station; change trains and take the JR Togane Line; get off at
Gumyo Station; 5-minute walk to the university @By car: take either the Keiyo
Highway or the Tateyama Expressway to the Chiba-higashi Junction; from there, enter
the Togane Toll Road; exit at Togane and take National Highway (Route) 126 in the
direction of Naruto for about 20 minutes; at the signal at Josai International
University Mae, turn right @Shuttle Bus Service Available from: JR Tokyo Station, JR
Yokohama Station, JR Nishifunabashi Station; JR Kisarazu Station, JR Soga Station, JR
Oami Station, JR Naruto Station, JR Togane Station, Keisei Narita Station
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Divepsist MIZUTA MUSEUM OF ART, JOSAI INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

T283-8555 T-IEEH 413k 4 1 Fih - IEAEH 1 BE  Tel. 0475-53-2562
1 Gumyo, Togane-shi, Chiba 283-8555, Japan http://www.jiu.ac.jp/museum/
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