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Showa Era Occupations:

Everyday Life in Prewar Japan
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Sundays and Mondays / Admission=100 yen (free for high school students and under)
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Everyday Life in
Prewar Japan

In 1939, when Western-style painter, Sanzd Wada (1883-1967) began his series of woodblock
prints titled Showa Era Occupations, he planned en publishing one-hundred scenes of how Japanese
people made a living in both traditional and modern professions at the time. Such series of pictures of
everyday life have a long history in Japan, dating back to the Middle Ages. After producing 48 prints,
Wada was forced to suspend his project in 1941 because of the outbreak of war. He would return to
the theme in 1954, releasing an additional 24 prints in the next two years under the title Showa Era
Occupations Pare 11,

"The prints on display, all from the prewar series, highlight Wada’s ability ta give life ro the human
form. It is said that he spent more than a decade sketching people at work before embarking on the
project. Thanks to Wada’s powers of observation and expression, and the skills of the woodblock
carvers and printers still active at the time, Showa Era Occupations gives us an opporcunicy to appreciate
how ordinary people lived during an extraordinary period in history. The prints in this exhibition come

from the private collection of Visiting Professor Andrew Horvat, Faculty of International Humanities.
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Sanzd Wada, Showa Era Occupations: Airplane pilvs, 1939, Showa Era Oceupations: Shoe polisher, 1940, Showa Era Oceupations:
Tromworker, ¢ 1941, Showa Era Occupations: Kindergarten reacher, 1940, each full-color woodblock prin, private collection
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[Access] @By train: take either the JRR Sotabs Line to Oami Station or the JR Sobu Main Line
to Narutd Statfon; change trains and take the JR "I5gane Line; get off ar Gumy6 Station; 5 minutes

walk to the university @By car: take cither the Keiyd Highway or the Tateyama Expressway to the

Chiba-higashi Junction; from there, enter the Togane Toll Road; exit ar 1dgane and rake National
Highway (Route) 126 in the direction of Naruté for about 20 minutes; at the signal ar Josai

Incermnational University Mae, turn right @Shuctle Bus Service Available from: JR ‘Tokyo Station,

JR Yokchama Station, JR Nishifunabashi Station, JR Kisarazu Station, JR Chiba Station, JR Soga

Seation, JR Oami Station, JR Narutd Station, JR Tagane Stacion, Keisei Narita Station
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Suvers™ MIZUTA MUSEUM OF ART, JOSAI INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY
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1 Gumyo, Tagane-shi, Chiba 283-8553, Japan  hups:i/fwww.jivacjp/muscum/
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