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The Pursuit of Hegemony and Integration by the United States
on the Rise to Great Power Status:
Reconsideration of ‘the Root Doctrine’ of 1906

Takenosuke Mishima

Abstract

Elihu Root, a key architect of United States foreign policy at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries,
symbolizes U.S. increasing recognition of the interconnectedness between American and European
orders amid the ongoing globalization since the 19th century. His role reflects U.S. emergence as a
great power and its growing awareness of its influence in shaping the global order. During his tenure
as Secretary of State, Root aimed to establish regional hegemony in the Americas to prevent European
powers from extending their competition for colonies and spheres of influence into the region.
Simultaneously, he sought to maintain cooperation with European powers by demonstrating that
recognizing U.S. hegemony aligned with their national interests. Furthermore, Root promoted regional
integration in the Americas to minimize conflicts between American and European nations. By fostering
interdependence and creating a framework for consultation, he aimed to encourage Europe to adopt a

state system based on the rule of law and democratic governance.

Keywords: Regional Hegemony, Regional Integration, Regionalism, Globalism, Monroe Doctrine.






