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‘Verb + te + miru’ in Discourse:
Analysis of Its Grammatical Meaning, Interpretation of
the Subsequent Clause and Sentence, and Face-threatening Acts

Tomohiko Yoshida

Abstract

This paper examines the grammatical meaning of the verb + te + auxiliary verb miru (temiru)
construction in Japanese, taking into account its use in complex sentences and discourse. It proposes
an analysis suggesting that this form features three semantic attributes: intention, action and updating
one’s understanding. In addition, this analysis describes two pragmatic phenomena. The first is that both
clauses following temiruto and temitara and sentences immediately following temiru can be interpreted
in accordance with the grammatical meaning of temiru; that is, they represent the speaker’s recognition
rather than merely a statement of an event. The second is that temiru, in the discourse of advice, direction
and challenge, redresses or enhances the degree of face-threatening act in Brown and Levinson’s theory

of politeness.

Keywords: femiru, auxiliary verb, miru, politeness



