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Images of Japan in German Caricatures during
the First World War:
A Study of the Frame of Reference of These Caricatures

Akira likura

Abstract
In comparison with Japan’s limited military and diplomatic involvement in the long First World War,
it was an attention-grabbing presence in German satirical magazines at the time. Why did such a
prominence of Japanese representations occur? This is the first study to focus on this question. The
purpose of this essay is to examine the frame of reference in order to examine the images of Japan as an
enemy in caricatures in German magazines during World War . By using the concept of frame of
reference, the author attempts to empirically elucidate some of the characteristics of the Japanese images

in German caricatures during the First World War.

Keywords: Images of Japan in Germany, World War I, German cartoons, Study of cultural represenata-

tions
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