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Examination of the Challenges Faced by Seminar
Instructors in Welfare-Related Universities as

Reflected in Curriculum Revisions:
Focusing on the Minutes of the Social Security Council

Tomoko Ogawa

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the characteristics of the challenges faced by seminar
instructors in welfare-related universities regarding their roles, from the perspective of role theory.
Previous research on role challenges has primarily focused on the execution of teaching methods, while
the social influences have not been sufficiently discussed. Therefore, this study investigates the minutes
of the Welfare Division of the Social Security Council, which served as the basis for the curriculum
revisions, and analyzes the elements related to role challenges. As a result, during Phase I (2006), the
characteristics of the challenges faced by seminar instructors included role expectations to educate in
two distinct professional areas: care techniques and social work skills, indicating that role integration
was difficult. In Phase IT (2017-2018), the challenges faced by seminar instructors were characterized
by the dual role expectations of educating on both the practical realities of social workers and the ideal
activities of social workers, suggesting that role conflict arises from the dual structure of social workers’

professionalism.

Keywords: Social Welfare Worker Training Program, Seminar Instructor, Role Theory, Social Security

Council Meeting Minutes



