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How to Support Victims of Sexual Violence in Women’s

Self-support Facilities Study:
Focusing on Personnel Systems

Chizuko Hori, Takashi Yasuda

Abstract

The objective of this study is to clarify the current status and issues concerning personnel systems in
women’s self-support facilities in accordance with their parallel establishment. Results of a questionnaire
survey targeting women’s self-support facilities throughout Japan revealed that all but one of the
facilities that responded provided support to victims of sexual violence in the past five years (April 1,
2019 to March 31, 2024). The numbers of such victims varied, ranging from a facility that provided
support to more than 100 victims of sexual violence over a five-year period to a facility that provided
support to only two. Meanwhile, compared with the case of standalone facilities, significantly fewer
victims of sexual violence were reported in facilities outfitted with temporary shelters. Three main issues
concerning personnel systems for providing support to victims of sexual violence were identified
through the survey administered: first, provision of specialized training and systematic development of a
support system for victims of sexual violence; second, enhancement of supervision and systems

development; and third, staff allocation.

Keywords: Women'’s Self-support Facilities, Sexual Violence Victims, the Act on Support for Women

Facing Difficult Problems



