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Current Status of Education on Age-Related Hearing Loss
at Professional Training Schools for Health and Welfare
Professions:

The Criteria for the National Examinations and Textbooks

Tomoko Sano, Tomoko Ogawa, Keiko Morita, Hisao Osada

Abstract

This study aims to clarify the current education status on age-related hearing loss in health and welfare
professional training schools according to each certification’s examination criteria and textbooks. The
study examined the current state of education on age-related hearing loss and communication with the
elderly with hearing loss at training schools. We extracted items related to hearing impairment in old age
and communication with the elderly with hearing loss from the national examination standards and
textbooks for physical therapists, occupational therapists, social workers, psychiatric social workers, care
workers, and nurse certifications. The current status of education on age-related hearing loss and
communication with the hearing impaired and hard-of-hearing elderly at training schools was examined.
The analysis of the scope of the national examinations and a total of 24 textbooks revealed that the
common items for these certifications were the mechanism of hearing and types of hearing loss. On the
other hand, items related to communication with the elderly with hearing loss were included for care
workers and nurses who assist and care for the elderly, but not for the other qualifications. The results
from the textbooks were consistent with the question criteria, confirming that the textbooks reflected the
scope of the questions well. However, it remains to be seen how the actual education was provided in

practice. This issue is of paramount importance and requires immediate attention.

Keywords: age-related hearing loss, communication, health-and welfare professionals, textbooks,

criteria for the national examination






