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Exploring Issues of Japanese Language Support for
Foreign Students:
Finding from Semi-Structured Interviews with Educational Supporters

Akiko Sato, Miyuki Hatori, Miwako Honjo

Abstract

Currently, the number of foreign residents in Sammu City, Chiba Prefecture, is increasing, and along
with it, many school-aged children are coming to Japan. In particular, the number of foreign students of
Sri Lankan nationality is on the increase, and support staff have been assigned to elementary and junior
high schools. They play an important role in supporting the students in their studies and daily lives. As a
first step toward understanding the Japanese language support system in this area, this study conducted
semi-structured interviews with support workers, asking about their feelings of joy, confusion, and
outlook on Japanese language education. As a result, we were able to see the trial-and-error process of
the support workers in the field, where the ages of the students, their Japanese language abilities, and the
educational perspectives of their parents differ. In the future, we will use the results obtained to explore

how we can contribute to Japanese language education in this region.

Keywords: Foreign children, support staff, Japanese language support, cooperation



