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Practitioners’ Learning and Educational Issues in Small and
Medium Enterprise (SME) Management Consultant Training
Programs at Business Graduate Schools in Japan

Seiichiro Nanai, Tadashi Yamazaki, Seiji Matsuda

Abstract

This paper examines the role and educational challenges of Small and Medium Enterprise (SME)
Management Consultant training programs at business graduate schools in Japan. It discusses the role of
graduate education for working professionals by reviewing the results of a program that was established
by Josai International University in 2011. In Japan, it is common practice for students to engage in job
hunting during their university study, with many of them receiving job offers by October of their fourth
year. This means they must decide their post-graduation path by the time they finish school, so it is not
uncommon for job hunting to begin as early as the summer of their third year.

Many scholars consider it socially beneficial for individuals who have entered the workforce through
such employment practices to pursue graduate studies to further enhance their careers after gaining
valuable professional experience. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to examine the efficacy of
business graduate schools for working professionals. Specifically, it explores the meaning of studying in
Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) Management Consultant Training Programs, established alongside

graduate education, for individuals with prior professional experience.

Keywords: Small and Medium Enterprise Management Consultant Training Program, Graduate School

Education, Continuing Education for Working Professionals



