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A Community of Practice Constructed
Through Seminar Activities:
Examining Exchange Activities with Foreign Children
from the Perspective of Legitimate Peripheral Participation

Chiga Hayashi, K6ji Hagihara

Abstract

In Sanmu City, Chiba Prefecture, the number of children with Sri Lankan roots has rapidly increased
due to their parents” employment circumstances, leading to the implementation of pull-out Japanese
language support programs in nine local elementary and junior high schools. Responding to requests for
assistance, the authors—specialists in Japanese language education—provided indirect support to three
key stakeholders involved in language assistance within the region: (1) support staff for foreign
children, (2) members of the local board of education (administrative authorities), and (3) university
seminar students. This framework was conceptualized as the “Sanmu Model,” which has been developed
to reinforce the mechanisms supporting these stakeholders” direct assistance (Sato and Hatori et al.,
2024, 2025; Sato and Honjo et al., 2024; Takayanagi, 2025; Takayanagi and Hayashi, 2025; Hagihara et
al., 2024; Hayashi, 2023, 2024; Hayashi, Hagihara, Takayanagi, Sato et al., 2024; Hayashi, Hagihara,
Takayanagi, Hatori et al., 2024; Honjo and Sato, 2024; Honjo, Hatori et al., 2025; Hagihara et al., 2025) .
Monthly exchange sessions between foreign children and university students, conducted as part of the
seminar activities, have fostered the practice of “Easy Japanese,” enabling students’ growth and the
transmission of knowledge and experience from senior to junior members. Through these activities, a
community of practice has been constructed, serving as a space for collaborative learning and continuity.
Consequently, this study examines these seminar activities through the perspectives of legitimate

peripheral participation.

Keywords: Foreign Children, Sanmu Model, Seminar Activities, Community of Practice, Legitimate

Peripheral Participation





