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The “Closed-Door Protectionism” in the United States at
the Turn of 19th to 20th Century:
Henry Cabot Lodge’s Idea of Protectionist Trade and
Immigration Restriction at the Beginning of
the American Rule of the Philippine Islands

Takenosuke Mishima

Abstract

Henry Cabot Lodge, an American foreign policy maker at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries,
identified the value of “civilization” with the self-government of republican citizens who restrain private
interests for the public good. He expected this value would be enhanced if America, a regional great
power in the Western Hemisphere, expanded its “civilization” to the Philippine Islands in the Eastern
Hemisphere. In this endeavor, Lodge’s protective tariff theory showed flexibility. He viewed acquiring
a foothold in the Chinese market as further assistance to American producers, and he also granted
unilateral preferential tariffs to Filipino producers. In contrast, Lodge’s immigration restriction theory
indicated rigidity. It was not applied to Filipino laborers on the grounds that the Philippines lacked its
own history as a nation. However, it did agree to the exclusion of Chinese laborers from the Philippine
Islands on the basis that they would lead to threaten the self-government in the American mainland
and cause the decline of “civilization,” though they were considered necessary for the industrial

development of the Philippines.

Keywords: Protectionism, reciprocity, preferential tariff, immigrant labor, hegemony, isolationism.





