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Learning Outcomes and Post-Graduation Trajectories
in a Japanese Language Teacher Training Program:
A Case Study of Josai International University

Chiga Hayashi, Akiko Sato, Miyuki Hatori, Kazunori Suzuki

Abstract

The Japanese language teacher training program (minor) at our university was established in 2009.
Its goal is to prepare teachers with a strong knowledge of language education, practical teaching skills,
and global awareness. A key feature of the program is its wide range of practicum opportunities, both
in Japan and abroad. With support from the Japan Foundation, students have participated in short- and
long-term teaching practicums at partner institutions in China, South Korea, Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia,
the United States, Hungary, and Norway. Many graduates who are now working as Japanese language
teachers have joined one or more of these programs.

Despite the program’s long history, few studies have conducted follow up research with graduates.
Their views on the program, as well as how they apply what they learned in real teaching and social
contexts, remain unclear. This study aims to explore those questions by collecting data from graduates.
This report presents their current situation, summarizes their undergraduate learning experiences, and

outlines our future research plans.

Keywords: Japanese teacher training, minor program, overseas practicum, graduate follow-up,

research plan
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