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Physical contact in young children’s social interactions:
Exploring fellowship through the body

Miwa Hirose

Abstract
This report explores the aspects of how young children adjust their peer relationships and understand
each other through physical interactions. In childcare and parenting situations, verbal communication is
often considered more desirable, but physical (non verbal) communication is often used in interactions
between young children. In order to demonstrate that young children communicate in a complex way
that goes beyond language alone, we report on an exploratory study that used naturalistic observation to
identify the types of physical contact that young children make when interacting with each other in

group settings such as daycare centers and kindergartens.

Keywords: young children’s sociality, physical contact, peer relationships



