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Overtourism Changes over the past decade and future
challenges:
Focusing on the ancient capital of Kyoto

Yoshihiro Sataki

Abstract

Kyoto City, said to be the city where overtourism is most evident in Japan, has been busy over the past
decade with measures to combat it. Furthermore, new forms of overtourism have emerged both
domestically and internationally, becoming major social issues in every region. Unless this issue, which
could be considered the dark side of tourism development, is overcome, it will have the major side effect
of worsening foreign sentiment, especially in areas where inbound tourism is the primary cause of
overtourism. Drawing on the knowledge gained from observing Kyoto closely for nearly a decade, this
article examines what is needed to ensure Kyoto remains a healthy tourist destination beloved by local
residents, the Japanese public, and foreign tourists while also examining the current state of overtourism

both at home and abroad.
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