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Countries Turning Toward Tourism,
Countries Turning Away from Tourism:
A Look at the Modern World Through World Heritage Sites
in the Middle East

Yoshihiro Sataki

Abstract
Based on his recent visits to World Heritage sites in the Middle East, a country that is both an energy
supplier and a party to global conflicts, he considers whether rich cultural heritage with a long history
can be linked to global peace. Based on his visits to World Heritage sites in Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel,
Palestine, and other countries, and his experience gaining a glimpse into the local political, economic,
and social situations, he considers what impact “tourism” will have on this region, which has been called

a powder keg, and on the world.
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