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Aiming for Synergistic Effects in Japanese Cultural
Understanding and Language Learning Through
Practical Activities:

Practical Implementation of CLIL in Japanese Dance Courses

Miwako Honjo

Abstract

This study is a practical investigation that introduced a CLIL (Content and Language Integrated
Learning) perspective into a practical Japanese dance course to verify the synergistic effects on cultural
understanding and Japanese language learning. The subjects were 10 international students studying
Japanese in a preparatory program for international students. The lesson design was based on the
four Cs: Content, Communication, Cognition, and Community/Culture. Survey results confirmed
acquisition of vocabulary and expressions, improved critical thinking skills, enhanced communication
abilities, and deepened cross-cultural understanding. Learners deepened their understanding of Japanese
culture through experience while also developing their Japanese language proficiency. This initiative
demonstrated that CLIL educational theory can function effectively even in practical arts courses. This

paper presents new possibilities for Japanese language education through experiential cultural learning.

Keywords: Practical Skills Subjects and CLIL, Japanese Dance, Content and Language Integrated

Learning, Experiential Learning, Cross-Cultural Understanding



