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Hypotheses on the Direct Textual Transmission of
the Pseudo-Platonic Sisyphus
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Abstract

On the basis of a full collation of all the extant medieval manuscripts of the Sisyphus, one of the
spuria in the Platonic corpus, in its direct transmission, I revise the hypotheses on the textual
transmission of the work which are implied by L. A. Post (1934) in the hypotheses on the spuria as a
whole he posits from his selective evidence over the spuria. The revised hypotheses are: the medieval
textual archetype, bifurcately though in not completely irreparable errors, descends through Parisinus
gr. 1807 and Parisinus gr. 1808, further the former through Vaticanus gr. 1 and the latter through
Parisinus gr. 1809, among the descendants of which Venetus gr. 186 transmits a text with significant

corrections and works as a source of the texts in the modern printed editions in the 16" century.
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1. The Extant Medieval Manuscripts in the Direct Transmission of the Sisyphus

The extant medieval manuscripts in the direct transmission of the Sisyphus (Pinakes; Post (1934);
Brumbaugh and Wells (1968); Wilson (1962)) are as follows with my sigla in the round bracket: (1)
Malatestianus Plut. XX VIII, 4, saec. XIV (M); (2) Escorialensis V. 1. 1, sacc. XVI (¥); (3) Laurentianus,
Plut. 59.1, saec. XIV (a); (4) Laurentianus, Plut. 80.17, sacc. XV (L); (5) Laurentianus, Plut. 85.9, saec.
XV (c); (6) Conventi Soppressi 78, saec. XIV (CS™); (7) Monacensis gr. 408, saec. XV (Mon); (8)
Parisinus gr. 1807, saec. IX (A); (9) Parisinus gr. 1808, saec. XII (Pa”™); (10) Parisinus gr. 1809, saec.
XIV (Pa”); (11) Parisinus gr. 3009, saec. XVI (Pa™™”); (12) Angelicus gr. 107, saec. XIV (Ang); (13)
Urbinatus gr. 32, saec. XV (U); (14) Vaticanus gr. 1, saec. IX-X (O); (15) Vaticanus gr. 225-226, saec.
XIII (V); (16) Vaticanus gr. 1029, saec. XIV (R); (17) Vaticanus gr. 1031, saec. XIII-XIV (J); (18)
Venetus gr. 184, saec. XV (Z); (19) Venetus gr. 186, sacc. XV (V'*); (20) Venetus gr. 188, saec. XIV (K);
(21) Venetus gr. 189, saec. XIV (S); (22) Venetus gr. 590, saec. XIV (V*"); (23) Vindobonensis gr. 21,
saec. XIII-XV (Y); (24) Vindobonensis supplementum gr. 20, saec. XV (W™); (25) Zittaviensis gr. 1,
saec. XV (Zitt).



2. A Review of the Previous Collation

Bekker (1826: vol. 9, 225-232) reports in his apparatus criticus eight manuscripts: (8)-(11); (14)-(15);
(18); (21). The variants there are selectively reported.

The collation Burnet (1906) uses from some other scholars’ sources is of four manuscripts: (8); (11);
(18); (23) but not of (14).

Souilhé (1930) collates six manuscripts: (4); (8); (11); (14); (16); (23).

Post (1934: 52-64) inspects all the manuscripts including the Sisyphus and presents a few variant
readings of the Sisyphus significant for his selective evidence on the hypotheses of the transmission of
the spuria as a whole.

Post’s selective evidence with his studies on the contents of the manuscripts including the spuria (Post,
ibid.) is among all others contributive to the elucidation of the textual transmission of the Sisyphus but

his implied conclusion is to be tested by the full collation of the work.

3. A Revision of Post’s Implicated Hypotheses on the Textual Transmission of the

Sisyphus

In what follows I propose with end-notes on the variants from my full collation of all the extant
medieval manuscripts of the Sisyphus in its direct transmission a revision of Post’s implicated hypotheses
on the textual transmission of the work (Post, ibid.).'

A hypothetical archetype descends bifurcately to A and Pa” but their mutual independence is only
verifiable by not completely irreparable errors.’

The A group descend through O each independently to J, R, and W, and further from J each
independently to K, L, and CS”™ and further from K through a hypothetical sub-archetype each
independently to Pa™” and .’

The Pa™ group descend each independently to Ang, V, a and Pa”; and further, from V to Urb*, from a
to ¢, and pace Post, from Pa” each independently to M and Y.*

Y further descends each independently to two manuscripts, one a hypothetical sub-archetype of Mon

590 186

and Zitt, mutually independent, and the other V™, which further descends through S to V

186 -5
V™t E.

and through

The first four printed texts in thel16" century are derived from V'*.°

4. stemma codicum

For the stemma codicum made on the hypotheses above, see Fig. 1 below.
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Notes:

1

The Sisyphus is stylistically inauthentic as shown by the following statistics in the Platonic corpus:
hapax legomenon: 387c5 dedofaoOay; 387d7 mepieQyia; 388b2 Umouavtevoual; 388e2 conjunctio
particularum &oa ya: 389a2 petagotoAéoxag (cf. D.L., 5.43.100); 390a2 conjunctio particularum
aoa ve xat; dis legomenon: 387b1 avapévw (Lysis 209a7); 387b7 mapapieAéw (Rp. 555d3).

[Q: O K Pa™ WL CS® R W¥; TI: Pa” Ang a ¢ V U” Pa” M Y Mon Zitt V** S V'* E] (] A Q IT)
387cl avrois: avtoic; (A Q: IT) 388a7 6meQ: olovmep; 388a8 undé tu: undev / undev; 389a4 6 ante
ano add.; 389c4 d¢ om.; (cf. 387d3 mpwtov A a* (eodem atramento s.1.) c M* (eodem atramento s.1.)
Q: non habent Pa™ a* ceteri codices); (IT: A Q) 388a7 ov: 6; 388d5 &tt: dtta &; (A: Q TT) 388a7 o
om.; (A TI: Q) 390b3 diapavtevdpevot: pavtevopevoy; (A: Pa™) scholion in origine dialogi: t& To0
dtaAdyov mEdowT owKEATNG olovgoc non habet; 389a2 (scholion ad petapooAéoxag) oupot:
OLHOG; 389¢4 (scholion ad é@pévteg) émuteivavteg 1) kKivjoavteg: [E]vtelvavteg 1 KIVIjOAVTEG; (Pa08
O: A) 38911 éniotnrai: émotital; (A O: Pa”) scholion: t& tob dlaAdyov MEOTWTA CWKQATNS
olovgpog non habet; 389¢3 (scholion ad mavta k&Aov / KAAwv Epévtec) kKaAov: kaAwv; 389¢3
(scholion ad mavta kdAov / KdAwV épévteg) 1) post oxowvia om.; (A Pa”: O) 390e7 BovAevwvrat:
BovAevovtay; (Pa”™: A O) 388e8 ti d¢: i dai; (AP Pa”™: A™ O) 389c3 k&Awv: kdAov.

(A O)): (A: OJ) 387d9 oot ooi; 388e8 signum termini ante 1) Yd&o non interpunx.; 388e8; scholion ad
1) Yéo non habent; 389a2 (scholion ad petapotoAéoxag) éotiv: elotv; QUUOL QUOOL TolXDTA: T
towxvta; emendation in J: (A J: O) 389c2 oxomwpev: okwnwpev; 389c3 (scholion ad mavta kaAov /
KAAwV E@évtec) vavtov: avtwv; (J: A O) 390d3 1): 1); (O R): (O R: J) 387b1 oe post d¢ add.; (O: R)
387b6 scholion ad &oxoAia non habet; 387c6 scholion ad &tdo non habet; (O ] W*: R) 387c2 dé:
ya; 387d5 10 ante kaA@wg om.; 387e3 Aéyewv ... avT@ sequentia unae lineae in O (fol. 1797, 11. 37-38)
om.; 389a6 1{dn] 1) d1): 1) det; 389e11 av: & 390a2 dokel xonvat xofvat dokei; (O W): (O W: J)
387b1 oe post d¢ habet; 387c¢2 aoyxovot: aoxovow; (O: WZO) 387b6 scholion ad aoyoAia non habet;
387¢2 scholion ad @agoaAiol non habet; 387c6 scholion ad &tdo non habet; (O ] R: W) 387e4
Kata tavta / kata tavta: katavta; 388a8 Aéyels post Tt secundum add.; 388el dokni / doxn:
doket; (J KL CS™): (A O RW: J K L CS™) tnrovowv: Cnrovoy; (J KL CS™: A O R W) i 2: i da;
(O:J K L CS™) 387d6 ti: te / t¢; 390d9 ¢in: oiey; 391b7 doket: doxny; (O: ] L CS™ [scholion non habet
K]) 389a2 (scholion ad petapooAéoxag) éotiv: elotv; (J K L Cs™: A 0) 388c6 mwg: mwg; the
emendation of the readings in J: (O K L CS™: J) 388a6 avté: avroi; 3883 ) iteravit J; (J K): (O: ] K)
387b1 oe post d¢ add.; 387d9 (scholion ad 1)) amopenuatucov: anoonuatikov; (O J: K) scholion in
origine dialogi: T& ToU dlAAGYOL TMEOOWTIA CWKEATNG Tlovpog non habet; 387b6 scholion ad
doxoAia non habet; 387c6 scholion ad atéo non habet; (J L CS™: K) 387b1 oe post x0éc: ye; 390e12

Podow: podowv; (K Pa™ W): (J: K Pa™ W) 387b1 oe post x0ég: ye; 387c2 scholion ad qagoaliolg



non habent; 387d9 ocot] oot: ov; 388c4 yryvwokot: yryvwokey; 388el kat ante vov om.; 389a2
scholion ad petagooAéoxag non habent; 389¢3 scholion ad mavta kK&dAov / kaAwv épévteg non
habent; 389d3 1} kvpeovntéov om.; 389e3 ur om.; 389e6 mAvVL ye: 0L TAVL Ye; 389%€9 avtd: avTw;
390c3 6meQ: 6mwg; 391c8 amotvxéotegoc: atvxéotepog; (K P W: A O J) 389c4 apiévrec:
¢prévreg; (J KP Pa™™™<: K* Pa™™* W) 387e6 ¢xwouv: éxovreg; (J K: Pa™” W) 387d2 BovAeveoOat:
PovAecOat; 388c3 te: ui); 388d1 ye om.; 389e9 &AAo: dAAog; 390b4 ol: ei; 390c6 étégoug éTépwv:
étégwv; 390el av: kawv; (J: K Pa™ W) 387d6 ti: te: t¢; (Pa™ W: A O J K) 388b3 BovAeveobau:
BovAeaOay; (K Pa™™: W) subtitulus 1) megl o0 BovAeveoOat: 1) egl 100 ovpBoLAevecOar; 387d1
scholion ad oxoAnc non habet; 388c2 oVtws: 0Utw; 388d7 oot ante dowel add.; 388d8 évexa: etveka;
388e7 avtnc: avtoig; 388ell ei: 1); 389c7 v ante ein add.; 389d6 un: unde; 389e8 nmiotacOe post.:
énlotaoOe; 389e9 érmuotwpeOa: émotapeOa; 391b4 Twv ante peAddvtov add.; 391d2 moayua:
modypata; subtitulus in fini: ) Meol BovAevecOat: 1) meol ovpPovAevecday; (K W: Pa™”) 387b1
Nueic: pets; 387c3 keAevwot: keAevwoor; 388a4 el pev ... 10 PovAevecBal éotv om.; 389a6 1)dN: 1)
on: & dn); 389d1 éxewv: Exawv; 389e3 émiotntat éniotatay 390a7 émiotacOe: émiotaofay 390b5
paing: gatets; 390d3 kat om.; 391a5 kpivois: kotvels; 391a7 BaAAou: Paroy 391a7 BovAotto:
BovAAowto; emendation in W: (W: K Pa™™) 389¢8 i d¢: i dai; 389e11 oou: oe; (J L): (O J: L) 387b6
scholion ad doxoAia non habet; 387c6 scholion ad ata&p non habet; 389a2 (scholion ad
uetaoloAéoxag) g ante yig add.; 390b2 scholion ad avtooxedialovtes non habet; (J K CS™: L)
387e3 tuxnt/ toxn: toxoy 389¢3 kAAwV / kAAov: k&Aw; 390d3 oUtwe: oUtw; emendation in L (L: A
O]) 387e4 aptualovtes: apmalovres; (J CS78): ©O:] CS78) 387d6 tt: te / t€; 387e6 avtwv: avtwv; (]
CS™: 0) 387c2 doyxovot: doxovow; (J K L: CS™) subtitulus: §) eot 100 BovAeveoOat: 1) meol
otoatovikov; 387b6 tov om.; 387¢6 signum intellocutorum mutationis post pagoaAiwv interpunx.;
388b8 0': d¢; 388c2 dp': aoa; 389c3 (scholion ad mavta kAAOV [ KAAWV E@évTeg) MAvTa KAAOV
Epévteg 1) oeloavtec om. [nequit legi J]; 390a6 mept ante tov add.; 390c6 Tt om.; 390d1 te post
avAnTal om.; emendation in CS™: (A CS™: O J K L) 390e7 BovAevwvtat: BovAevovtar (AP CS™: A
OJKL) i tiva.

(Pa” Ang): (A Pa”™*: Pa™ Ang) 387b4 widpefa / wopeba magéoeoOan magéoeola wopeda /
wopeda; (A: Pa” Ang) 389a2 (scholion ad petapoiodéoxag) dvepon: avep; (Pa”™: Ang) 388el d¢ kai
om.; 389a2 (scholion ad petapooAéoxac) aibéou aibépor; 389a6 1on] 1) d1): om.; 390d3 taic om.;
391b2 BovAevopévoug: BovAopévoug; (Pa” V U): (A Pa™*: Pa™ V U”) 387b4 widpeda / wopeda
nagéocofat maéoeoa wdpeda / wopeda; (Pa”: V U?) 387b6 scholion ad doxoAia non habent;
387¢2 scholion ad @apoaAiowg non habent; 387¢6 scholion ad dtao non habent; 387d1 scholion ad
oxoAnG non habent; 387d4 &xowc: £xeic; 387d9 oou: oot; 387d9 scholion ad 1) non habent; 388d6 ot
G&vOQwmoL GAAX & v un érmot@vtat in Pa® om.; 389a2 scholion ad petagooAéoxag non habent;

389c3 scholion ad mavta k&Aov / kK&Awv épévteg non habent; 389d5 kat om.; 389e2 tat / 1@ / t@:



t0; 391al tov prius: 10; (V: U32) titulus olovgog non habet U subtitulus non habet U*; 387b1
Nuets: pets; 387b5 1avdog: tov avdeog; 387cl odv] pev U 387c¢4 Tl / t@ / t@ om.; 389¢c7
ktBagotéov] knbaogrotéov; 389¢8 otpatnyiag: otoatnyeiag; 390a6 tov: to; 390b5 te: ye; 390cl
E0TIOVOAOHEVWG: E0TTOLdAOUEVW; 390e4 dAAO T] AAASG T AAA" Ot 391a3 keAevolg: keAevels;
emendation in U™ (U™ V) 387d6 BovAcveoOat: BovAecOar; (Pa” a c) 387¢6 scholion ad dtdo
habent Pa” a ¢; (A Pa™": Pa™" a ) 387b4 woueda / woueda magéoeodar magéoeoda wiopeda /
wopeda; (Pa”: a c) 387d9 cou: col; 389d4 kvBeovarv: kvBeovav; 390b2 (scholion ad
avtooxedialovteg) tu ti; 391a5 vucawv: vikav; (a: ¢) 387d9 (scholion ad 1)) amogonpatiicov:
amopnuatikov; 388a5 mw: mote; (Pa™ a*: a™ ¢) 387d2 oD om.; (a™ c: Pa” a™) 387d3 nowrtov; 389a2
(scholion ad petagooAéoxac) dAwe: dAwec; emendation in a or c: (a c: Paos) 387d5 nwg: mwg; (c: a
Pa”™) 388c8 ye: te; 390a8 ur) ante émiotapévav non habent; (c: a) 390c3 ovdEV: 00dE; (Pa” Pa” M Y):
(A Pa”™<: Pa™ Pa” M Y) 387b4 widpeba / wopeda magéoeodat: magéoeofa @wueda / @opeda;
(Pa”: Pa” M Y) 387c6 scholion ad &tdg non habent; (Pa™: Pa” M Y Mon Zitt V** S V'* E) 390a2 kat
om.; (Pa™: Pa” M Y Mon Zitt V** S V'**) 391b1 diayvoing om.; (Pa”™: Pa” Y) 387d9 (scholion ad 7)
amogonpatucoD: dmognuatikov; (Pa”: Pa” M Y) 387e4 atte: avtdt / avtd / avtw; (Pa”: M Y)
389c4 (scholion ad ¢@évteg) non habent; (Pa™ M: Y) 388c5 un pévrot ... €in 6 kaAAiotoatog om.;
388e4 ovde secundum om.; 389a2 (scholion ad petapoloAéoyac) déou aibéor 389a2 (scholion ad
UeTAQOIOAé0XAS) GLOMOG: ELOUOL; (Pa” Pa” M: Y) 387b6 scholion ad doxoAia non habet; 387d1
scholion ad oxoAfg non habet; (Pa” Y: M) 387d9 (scholion ad 1) &vTti T00 & ATOQENUATIKOD /
ATIOQNUATIKOD: AVTL TOL 0VX 0UTwG; 388e6 dté vt/ dixtévn) / DaTépv): DIATEUVOL.

(Y Mon Zitt V*° S V'® B): (Pa” M: Y Mon Zitt Y V** S V'* 5) 388e4 00d¢ secundum om.; 390a2 &od
/ &oa: &oat / &od; (1Y Mon Zitt Y V™ S V') 388¢5 piry pévrtot ... ein 6 kaAAiotoatog om.; (Y Mon
Zitt): (Pa™: Y Mon Zitt) 387¢c6 scholion ad &téo non habent; 387d1 scholion ad oxoAfjg non habent;
(Y: Mon Zitt) 387c2 scholion ad gpagoaAioic non habent; 389a2 scholion ad petagoioAéoxag non
habent; 389c3 scholion ad mavta k&Aov / kaAwv €épévteg non habent; 389e4 t': te; (Y Zitt: Mon)
387b7 avaykatotéga: dvayrkatotdtn; (Y Mon: Zitt) 387d9 scholion ad 1} non habet; 388a9 1jon:
€ldn; 388d8 aAA’ ... diaAéyeoOat om.; 389e3 oic: ol; 389e4 oldv: olog; 389e8 nmiotacOe post.:
eintiotaoO¢e; 389e9 émotwueOal émotevpueOa; 390a5 1: 1); 390a6 Tov: tw; 390b3 NrioctacOe:
¢riotaoOe; (Y V'S V¥ E): (Pa™: Y V™ S V'™ E) 387d1 scholion ad oxoArc non habent; (Y V**)
389a2 (scholion ad petapooAéoxag) aéor aibégr; 389a2 (scholion ad petagooAéoxac) ouOuoc:
ovOuog; (V590: g Ve Z) nota auctoritatis: voOevouevog S V¥ =; 387d2 kal post dAAx add.; (V590
VP E: § V15 387d4 Exouc: Exor; (Y VP S: V'™ 2 ) 387d9 scholion ad 1); 389a7 av om.; 389b5 éoTiv
om.; 389d3 Tt / @ / @ om.; (V* B: Y V™ S) 387el vé: t¢; 387e6 avtav: avtav; (V7' S V™)
389e8 NmiotacOe pr.: émiotaoOe; (V186PC = V186a°) 387c4 16 Te ... dedo&aoBal om.; 387¢c7 ovTtw: OL:

om.; 387d7 éur om.; 387d9 BovAeveoBat PovAecOay; 387e4 aotidlovtec: apmalovteg; 388c5 un)



pévtot ... ein 6 kaAAlotpatog om.; 388c8 ye: te; 389e5 un habet; 389e8 nyiotacOe pr.: émiotaocOe;
390a4 1 / 1} post avtoc non habent; 390a8 pr| ante émotapévwv non habent; 390c2 to: 1@ / T@;

08 186
Y

391b1 dixyvoing om.; (A Pa ) 387c2 (scholion ad @agoaAiowc) ot om.; 389a2 (scholion ad
uetaoloAéoxag) o ante Alog add.; (A Pa®: V'®F) subtitulus 1) mteol To0 BovAeveoBal: 1) meol
oteatovikov; 387b6 (scholion ad doyoAia) péouva @oovtic: 7y péowve; (V'*: E) 388el d¢ xai:
Kat; 389b5 Tl To.

® (A Pa®™: V™ Ald Ba” Ba” St) 387c7 ovUmw: ov; (A Pa™: V'™ Ald Ba” Ba” St) 389a7 &v om.; 389b5
¢otv om.; 389d3 Tt / t@ / t@ om.; (VP V1% Ald Ba” Ba” St) 389e8 NriotacBe pr.: émiotacOe;

(V'™ Ald Ba” St: A Pa”Ba®) 387el vé: té; (V'**° Ald Ba” Ba” St: A Pa”) 387e4 aortidlovrec:

apmalovtec; 388c8 ye: te; 389e5 ur) habent; 390a4 1) / 1) post avtog non habent; 3902 t0: @ / t@.

Bibliography

Ald: Aldus Manutius et Marcus Musurus (1513) ATTANTA TA TOY [TAATONOZX Omnia Platonis Opera,
Venice, 1513.

Ba”': Grynaeus, Simon (1534) AITANTA IIAATQNOX ME®’ YIIOMNHMATA ITPOKAQY ... Platonis Omnia
Opera cum commentariis Procli ..., Basel.

Ba”: Hopperus, Marcus (1556) ATTANTA [TIAATQNOX ... Platonis Omnia Opera, Basel.

Bekker, 1. (1826) Platonis ... scripta graece omnia, t. 9, London.

Boter, G. (1989) The Textual Tradition of Plato's Republic, Leiden.

Brumbaugh, R.S. and R. Wells (1968) The Plato Manuscripts: A New Index, New Haven.

Burnet, J. (1906) Platonis opera, t. 5, Oxford.

Pinakes, ITivakeg, texts et manuscrits grecs (http:/pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr/) (access: August 30, 2023)

Post, L.A. (1934) The Vatican Plato and Its Relations, American Philological Association.

Souilhé, J. (ed. and tr.) (1962) Platon, (Euvres compleétes, t. 13, 2e pt: dialogues apocryphes, Paris.

St: Serranus, I. and Stephanus, H. (1578) IIAATQNOZXZ AITANTA TA 2QZOMENA: Platonis opera quae extant
omnia, 3 t., Geneva.

Wilson, N. (1962) ‘A List of Plato Manuscripts’, Scriptorium, 16 (1962), 386-395.



75 b FE (A4 A7 5 A ACEBAZAIZE T % 56GH

i BOW

€:3=9

FT A2 u AREERT T b BEBERBEEICEBE SN OERO—D [RA4 227 4 2]
DARIIZDNWT, BUFERFHERE(EREERICDT. o TRE L7oRER, ASCESEERKIL, 1934
. LA RA S DMBIERBIROMEKICE U TR L3 L 1ZE -8 20 h &b —RHs
B0 TEMRL, BEARTRERBMYICL > TERICFHETES 2V EiTni, R/ S,
7 Z v AFENL X ELF PTG A, Parisinus gr. 1807 & Parisinus gr. 1808 & 22572 % EHEE S D,
X5, BIEIE. U7 T KEAEFTE Vaticanus gr. 1, $%R&FIX, XU, 7T U RAENIXER
FTJE B A Parisinus gr. 1809 2 N ENIREGTARE LT, KUNBER I EHESN D, ok
Parisinus gr. 180926 DYRAEG AR, U XY 47 o - <L aFREKERE TG A Venetus gr.
1861%, 157A LAERVEIERTNEZIAENTVD LREIKHT, HEEL LT, 16 HiLOmH D
4 OOHIRIADIEAR L7 > T D,



