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Support for Japanese Education for Foreign Children
Required by Universities:
From the Case of Collaboration between Sanmu City,
Chiba Prefecture and a University

Chiga Hayashi, K6ji Hagihara, Mari Takayanagi
Akiko Sato, Miwako Honjo, Miyuki Hatori

Abstract

In recent years, in Sanmu City, Chiba Prefecture, which is adjacent to Narita International Airport, the
number of children from Sri Lankan families involved in trade has increased rapidly. Therefore, nine
elementary and junior high schools in the city provide Japanese language support for “TORIDASHI-
Class”, and efforts are being made to improve the Japanese language skills of children. Because of large
Sri Lankan community in Saumu, the Saumu City Board of Education had to accommodate a large
number of children, and asked Josai International University for support on how to implement Japanese
language learning for them. In addition, the authors and other faculty members involved in Japanese
education at the university (hereinafter referred to as Japanese education specialists) began to implement
Japanese language support activities with the seminar in March 2022. The main support so far has been
seminars by Japanese education specialists at the University for the Board of Education, Japanese
language teaching teachers, and Japanese language support staff in cooperation with the Sanmu City
Board of Education, observation of the support site of the TORIDASHI-classroom and feedback to the
support staff, and exchange meetings for Sanmu City children practiced by students of the university’s
Seminar (Hayashi seminar). From 2023, in addition to this support, the authors” research activities have
begun. Therefore, this paper specifically reports on the activities and research activities of Japanese

support by Japanese education specialists required of universities.

Keywords: foreign children, Japanese language support, exchange meetings, assessments, practical

Japanese education
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