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Makoto Shinkai's Weathering with You at the Boundary of the
Anthropocene: A Perspective of Postcolonial Ecocriticism

Koichi Haga

Abstract

In 2016, Adam Trexler’s Anthropocene Fictions: The Novel in a Time of Climate Change was
published, marking the onset of discussions predominantly centered in English-speaking countries
concerning the role of fiction, including literature and film, within the context of the Anthropocene.
Regrettably, this discourse has yet to permeate the literary landscape in Japan. This paper endeavors to
examine Makoto Shinkai’s Weathering with You (2019), encompassing both its novel and film versions,
by scrutinizing how the work, set against the backdrop of the Anthropocene concept, depicts the intricate
relationship between weather patterns and humanity. Additionally, the study seeks to elucidate the
deviations it introduces within the narrative framework of the Anthropocene.

Conventional postmodern analysis has delved into the utilization of pre-modern Japanese culture as an
autistic symbol to evade the influence of Western modernity and the post-World War Il American
paradigm. While Weathering with You undeniably incorporates elements of such discourse, it stands out
due to its protagonist, Hodaka, who steadfastly refuses to sacrifice Hina in pursuit of weather
manipulation. Hodaka’s defiance, which disrupts longstanding traditions, leads to his return to the
abnormal weather by severing Hina’s connection with the realm of weather manipulation. Viewed
through the lens of postcolonial ecocriticism, this work can be interpreted as a critical exploration of the
pervasive anthropocentrism that transcends both pre-modern and modern eras, thereby shedding light on
the plight of invisible victims. In this context, it is plausible to assert that this work encompasses

ecological dimensions.

Keywords: Anthropocene, Makoto Shinkai, Weathering with You, Ecocriticism, Postcolonialism
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