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The “Golden Age” of Dutch Painting

Naoko Kichijoji

Abstract

Dutch painting entered its golden age in the 17th century. This was due to the expansion of the
geographical worldview in Europe, the Reformation movement and its influence, and the independence
of the Netherlands from Spain and its global expansion through sea routes. Dutch painting of the
Golden Age is characterized by subjects and sizes that meet the demands of the affluent citizenry, and
by techniques and expressions that reflect the development of science. In addition, while there is a new
interest in the inner life and psychology of people and their expression, there are allegories and symbols
that have existed since the Middle Ages in the realistic paintings. Recent exhibitions based on scientific

LT3

research have included the Al-based restoration of Rembrandt’s “The Night Watch” and the restoration

of an altered Vermeer work and its first public showing in Japan.

Keywords: Dutch painting, the golden age, 17th century
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