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On Film and the Works of Tanizaki Junichiro (2)

Taku Watanabe

Abstract
In Junichiro Tanizaki’s works, there is a tendency to show a division of personalities and narrative
worlds when film is used as the subject matter, and a superimposition and assimilation of them
when stage plays are used as the subject matter. As has been pointed out in previous studies, these
phenomena are influenced by Plato's theory of ideas. What is noteworthy, however, is that these splits
and superpositions disappear after a certain period. This disappearance coincided with the spread of
talkie films in Japan. The changes in Tanizaki’s works indicate that there is a connection between the

state of the media and the way the subject is perceived.

Keywords: Film, Split Personality, Assimilation, Tanizaki Junichiro, Talkie, Silent film
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