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Important Matters for Students Completing Care Practicum
in the 2019 Curriculum Revision of the Social Work
Practicum Program

Wakako Hayashi

Abstract

In 2019, the content of practical training was reviewed in accordance with the revised curriculum for
social work certification. The review newly sets ten items to be included in the education for student
social work practicums with a minimum of two training facilities and 240 hours of practical training. In
addition, a new section entitled “Implementation of exemption from practical training hours” was added,
which states that “those who have completed the care practicum in the care worker certification
curriculum may be exempted from up to 60 hours of practical training.”

The purpose of this paper is to review and organize the educational content of the care practicum and
the social work practicum to effectively conduct a 180-hour practicum of social work for students who
are required to take a care practicum, and to develop an ideal social work practicum program for
students.

The results of organizing the educational content of the care practicum and the social work practicum
indicated that while there is some overlap in educational content for students taking the care practicum
and the 180-hour social work practicum, revealed that there is some necessary content that is not
included. We examined the contents of the practicum program and included three educational points that
should be placed at the center of the program: “the need to expand the target audience for learning and
the need for macro and mezzo perspectives,” “promotion to understand the organizational management,
administration, and methods,” and “the need to understand social workers and social work practice
techniques.” It was suggested that to enhance the social work practice for students taking the care
practicum, instructors need to be aware of these three points and share them with the facility’s practicum

supervisors while teaching the practicum.

Keywords: care practicum, social work practicum, 60-hour exemption





