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The Language of Contemporary Painting:
about YOHAKU, The Comparison between BaDa Shanren and LeeUfan

Qianyi Liu

Abstract
The space of a painting can be thought of as an expression of light and shade, or the words can be
understood as the spirit of the artist. This paper compares and analyzes the blank spaces of the Eight
Great Mountains and Lee Ufan’s blank spaces; the former has literary characteristics, and the latter has
conceptual characteristics. Contemporary artist Lee Ufan drew on the spirit of the blank space of the
Eight Great Mountains with the ideals of modern art, shifted from poetic expression, and developed his
own concept of blank space. This idea supported the creation of paintings and created an artistic world in

the margins.

Keywords: Space, marge, literati painting, autonomy in art, spirit, symbols





