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The French Café was held in the Interna-
tional Conference Room on Sept. 7.

Eric Hertzler, JIU visiting professor and 
professor at University of Paris-Est Creteil, 
delivered a lecture titled “Creative France: 
Leading France into the Future.”

He said: “Japan and European countries 

have not been able to find strong sustain-
able growth so far. It is therefore impor-
tant to look for new sources of sustainable 
growth for the benefit of all. In this age, the 
French touch, or ‘Creative France,’ should 
be emphasized. We need to stay open to 
the world, being daring and carrying a 
universal message of singularity, diversity, 
freedom and creativity by attracting world 
talents.” 

Creativity at the French Café

by JIU Times

Josai University Educational Corporation 
held an International Modern Poetry Sym-
posium on Sept. 16 at its Kioicho Campus 
in Tokyo’s Chiyoda Ward, in which Japanese 
and Chinese poets discussed modern poetry.

The symposium, organized by the Josai 
University International Poetry Center, fea-
tured a lecture by Yoko Tawada, a poet and 
novelist who has lived in Germany for a 
long time, titled “Duplicated Letters, Echoed 
Voices,” followed by a panel discussion, titled 
“Between Haiku and Modern Poetry.”

Tawada discussed multilingualism of 
modern poetry in her lecture. After reading 
aloud her humorous senryu, a casual form 
of haiku, to make the audience giggle, she 
introduced a poem by the late Paul Celan, a 
Jewish poet who lived in what was then Ro-
mania and is now Ukraine. Celan was fluent 
in and wrote poems in German.

In his poem, a man rides a horse on a 
snowy day, and the poem contains the word 
“neige,” which in German means a diagonal 
line of wine inside a wine glass. But the word 
also means snow in French, and the word 
“neigh” means the high whinnying sound 
made by a horse in English.

“It’s very interesting how one word lets 
people think of three different meanings,” 
Tawada said.

In the second half the event, Mutsuo Taka-
hashi, a poet, Mutsuo Takano, a haiku poet, 
Saki Kouno, a haiku poet, and Tian Yuan, a 
poet, translator and visiting professor of Jo-
sai International University discussed poetry 
in a panel discussion, while Josai University 
Educational Corporation Chancellor Noriko 
Mizuta served as a moderator.

Takahashi praised haiku for being the 
most advanced form of poetry in Japanese 

literary history, while Takano said haiku po-
ets after World War II felt haiku was inferior 
to modern poetry and formed a new type 
of haiku. Kouno noted that modern poetry 
nowadays is very much like music in the way 
it focuses more on sound and rhythm, while 
Tian opined that haiku has become an inter-
national literature genre, but Chinese poetry 
has not.

“I believe haiku and modern poetry have 
together survived as they have formed genres 
on their own in various categories,” Mizuta 
said.

Symposium examines various forms of poetry

by Faculty of Media Studies

In 2015 Josai International University and 
Dongseo University from Busan, South Ko-
rea, both celebrated the 50th anniversaries 
of their foundations. On this occasion, both 
universities decided to collaborate on a film. 
It is the second such project for the two uni-
versities, following the film “Fuyu no Hanabi” 
(Winter fireworks) in 2013, created for the 
20th anniversary of Josai International Uni-
versity.

In the 1920s, many “ama,” or female divers 
from South Korea’s Jeju Island crossed the sea 
to Japan. Several these women’s graves can 
be found on the grounds of the old Chokoin 
Temple in Kamogawa, the city that Josai In-
ternational University’s Department of Tour-
ism calls home. The female divers from Jeju 
received a warm welcome from their Japa-
nese counterparts thanks to their diving pro-
ficiency. These female divers are the subject 
of the new joint production.

By focusing on female divers from Jeju 
who came to Kamogawa in the 1930s, as well 
as meetings with their descendants, now 
Japanese university students, and exchange 
students from Dongseo University, the film 
examines family connections spanning over 
100 years.

Preparations for the movie production be-
gan in October 2015, with the students hav-
ing  studied the 100-year-long history of Ja-

pan and South Korea in the 20th century and 
researching multiple reference works. After-
ward, they added a fictional story to the true 
history of the divers, creating the story called 
“Kocchi Baachan” (Kocchi grandmother).

Since April, Josai International University 
has been discussing the plot and conducting 
casting while organizing satellite conferences 
with Dongseo University.

Josai International University senior Na-
kagawa Touma, wrote the script and is also 
serving as the director. Kana Inoue, a junior, 
plays the role of the Japanese student, while 
Kim Hodong from Dongseo University has 
been cast in the role of the exchange student 
from Korea. Miyashita Junko, an actress who 
received the Best Supporting Actress Blue 
Ribbon Award for her role in “Bandits vs. 
Samurai Squadron” (1978, directed by Gos-
ha Hideo), has been chosen to play the main 
role of Kocchi Baachan. 

Nine Korean students engaged in the pro-
duction arrived in Japan on Aug. 2 and the 
shooting took place in Tokyo and the Ka-
mogawa area through Aug. 12. Right from the 
first meeting, the students abandoned for-
malities and spent very valuable time work-
ing together in the hot Kamogawa summer.

The film is scheduled for completion in 
early November. After the first public screen-
ing at Josai International University’s Building 
1 Conference Hall, the movie will be gradu-
ally released elsewhere.

Japanese-Korean film looks at early ‘ama’ divers

by Faculty of Tourism

From Sept. 28 to Oct. 7, the Faculty of 
Tourism conducted a short program called 
UTAR-Japan Tourism Experienced Pro-
gramme for 20 students from Malaysia’s 
Tunku Abdul Rahman University (UTAR). 
The main purpose of the program is to study 
regional tourism in Kamogawa, as well as 
tourism in Tokyo and Japanese culture. The 
short program focused on tourism and Japa-
nese culture. Introduction to tourism, hospi-
tality and destination management and other 
topics were covered in tourism, while soba 
making, crafts, tea ceremonies and more 
were included in culture. 

In addition to these lectures, UTAR stu-
dents visited representative tourist sites 
such as Kamogawa Seaworld and Maebara 
beach in Kamogawa, Tokyo’s Asakusa and 
Akihabara districts and Kawagoe in Saitama 
Prefecture. 

UTAR students 
participate in 
tourism course
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by JICPAS (Josai International Center for the 
Promotion of Arts and Sciences)

The first Global Café was held by Josai 
University Educational Corporation in the 
International Conference Room in the Third 
Building of the Kioicho Campus on Oct. 11. 
The Global Café was organized by JICPAS 
(Josai International Center for the Promotion 
of Arts and Sciences) and featured a lecture by 
Paul Schalow, professor of Japanese Literature 
in the Department of Asian Languages and 
Cultures at Rutgers University in New Jersey. 
Schalow’s presentation was titled “My Global 
Life” and about 80 students and faculty mem-
bers attended the event.

During his lecture, Schalow spoke about his 
family roots in Norway, Germany and Poland. 
Born in America, Schalow has traveled exten-
sively in Europe to explore and discover more 
about his family background. He has also 
conducted research into both World War II 
and the Vietnam War, becoming interested in 
Japanese atomic bomb literature in this way. 
Schalow’s aim is to spread a greater under-
standing of recent history and promote peace-
ful international relations as much as possible.

History lecture opens 
new Global Café 

1. Expanding the capabilities of our students to serve society
2. Developing human resources with an international mindset and 

extensive knowledge of Japanese culture
3. Continually improving the quality of our educational programs, in 

collaboration with local and international communities
4. Improving our research capabilities and promoting innovation
5. Enriching the campus environment through internationalization and 

networking
6. Establishing a stronger university governance system to support 

the dynamic development of teaching, research and contributions 
to the community

7. Strengthening the impact of our communication capabilities and 
social presence

About Josai University Educational Corporation’s Medium-Term Goals
The Josai University Educational Corporation Medium-Term Goals (2016-

2020) are comprised of seven “J-Visions.” These seven visions are inter-
related, multiplying their synergism, to further our commitment to becoming 
a leading university in Japan, Asia and the world.

The corporation established Josai University in 1965, and it celebrated its 
50th anniversary in 2015. Josai International University was established in 
1992, and will celebrate its 25th anniversary in 2017. We are determined to 
bring to bear all of our mental energies, capabilities, accumulated knowledge 
and experience on the tasks that will define our future.

Seven goals toward becoming
a leading university in the world

«▶7 J-Vision » (2016-2020)

New cap for New life chapter

The Threshold Ceremony, one of the most important events at the Faculty of Nursing, was held on Sept. 13. In the event, 
first-year students vow to acquire the mentality, skills and knowledge necessary to be nurses. By Faculty oF NursiNg
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JIU prides itself on its youthful 
ambition and energy, on its 
commitment to forming the characters 
of young people with dreams and 
noble visions of working for the benefit 
of both local and international 
communities. The university is guided 
by the spiritual legacy of its founder, a 
mission of “character building through 
learning,” in helping students to make 
themselves responsible individuals and 
members of society at large.

JIU provides much more than 
specialized and liberal education in the 
classroom. The university also offers 
three practical training programs that 
focus on the use of foreign language 
and information processing skills for 
planning and implementation, and on 

the development of the abilities to take 
the initiative in their endeavors.

The first of these three programs, 
“field training,” was first introduced in 
Japan by JIU and includes a variety of 
internships and on-the-job training. The 
second program is “project training,” in 
which students undertake various 
projects that they have conceived and 
planned on their own. The third is 
“career education,” in which students 
choose their future occupations and 
start to prepare for their careers by 
developing their own capabilities.

Through these and other training 
and education programs, JIU helps 
students to find their mission in life and 
offers them solid support with specific 
preparation and training.

Profile of Chancellor Mizuta
The Chancellor of Josai University 

Educational Corporation, Dr. Noriko 
Mizuta graduated from Tokyo Woman’s 
Christian University. She earned her 
Ph.D. in American Literature from Yale 
University, then taught as an Assistant 
Professor and then as an Associate 
Professor in the Faculty of Comparative 
Literature at the University of Southern 
California.

She was appointed President of 
Josai University in 1994 and President 
of Josai International University in 
1996. Since 2004, she has held the post 
of Chancellor of Josai University 
Educational Corporation.

Dr. Mizuta’s fields of research are in 
Comparative Literature and Women’s 
Studies.

JIU’s mission: Character building through learning

Chancellor Noriko Mizuta

by Center of Public Relations

On Sept. 26, Josai University Educational 
Corporation held an academic exchange 
agreement signing ceremony with China’s 
Shenyang Pharmaceutical University at the 
Tokyo Kioicho campus’ 1st Building. Ap-
proximately 100 school staff and students 
from the pharmaceutical sciences faculties 
from Josai University and Josai International 
University were on hand for the signing cer-
emony. 

Shenyang Pharmaceutical University car-
ries on many traditions of the old Chinese 
Medical University regarding both academics 
and experimental study. It is the first phar-
maceutical university to be established in 
China, and has accomplished great achieve-
ments in its relationship with Japan and pro-
moting education. To date, the university has 
had academic exchange agreements with 
approximately 30 Japanese universities such 
as Kitasato University. Several students from 
Shenyang have received their degrees from 
the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Research from 
Josai, and two students are currently attend-
ing our graduate school. 

On the day of the signing, Vice President 
Maosheng Cheng, Director of Pharmacy 
Liang Fang and the Head of International 
Exchange Cai Hongyu attended. A variety of 
factors, including Fang’s study experience at 
Josai University’s Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, led to the conclusion of the aca-
demic exchange agreement. 

In her opening remarks, Chancellor Nor-
iko Mizuta said: “Director Fang is a gradu-
ate of Josai University. Our university and 
Shenyang Pharmaceutical University have 
a close relationship and have been deeply 
connected through education. The signing 
of this agreement is a great joy for us, be-
cause it is a new step forward for exchanges 
between the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sci-
ences of Josai and Josai International univer-
sities and other faculties.” In response, Vice 
President Cheng said: “Thank you for pro-
viding a warm welcome and a grand signing 
ceremony. By signing this agreement, I think 
that (both universities) will establish a win-
win system. I would like to immediately start 
promoting the students’ joint education and 
joint research.” 

After the introduction of the attend-
ees, Chancellor Mizuta and Vice President 
Cheng signed the agreement and conclud-

ed the signing ceremony. It is expected that 
the conclusion of this academic exchange 

agreement will greatly enhance exchanges 
between the universities.

Shenyang university inks exchange agreement

by Josai International Center for the 
Promotion of Art & Sciences (JICPAS)

On Oct. 25, the Japan Sweden Society, of 
which Josai University Educational Corporation 
Chancellor Noriko Mizuta acts as president, 
held its annual dinner party at the Hotel New 
Otani, in Tokyo’s Chiyoda Ward. 

About 90 people attended, including Honor-
ary Presidents His Imperial Highness Hitachi-
nomiya as well as Honorary Chairman Magnus 
Robach, Ambassador of Sweden to Japan.

The Japan Sweden Society was founded in 
1929 with the goal of “Extending friendship, 
and promoting cultural and economic growth 
between the two nations.” As of January, the so-
ciety has 21 honorary members, 86 individual 
members (20 Swedish and 66 Japanese) and 33 
corporate members. 

The society also holds friendship parties and 
welcome receptions for Swedish VIPs coming 
to Japan, in addition to the regular assembly 
meetings. Josai University Educational Corpo-
ration carries out the society’s secretarial work.

Japan Sweden 
Society hosts 
annual dinner

by Center of Public Relations

A new program on the history of Josai Uni-
versity was introduced this academic year at 
Josai University and Josai International Uni-
versity. The program was designed to focus 
on founder Mikio Mizuta so that students 
can learn what motivated him to set up the 
university and his ideals for it. The author of 
“Kantsubaki” Mikio Mizuta’s Biography, is in 
charge of the course. 

Similar programs have been introduced at 
other universities recently to learn about the 
motivations of their founders, and JIU and 
JU launched its course in commemoration 
of the 50th anniversary of the foundation of 
Josai University Educational Corporation.

When Josai University was established in 
Sakado, Saitama Prefecture, 50 years ago, 
there were more faculty than students, and 
the university faced closing many times. But 
no matter how serious the problems were 
that Mizuta faced, he never questioned his 
commitment “to create a new Japan that can 
be trusted by the whole world and to create 
independent Japanese citizens.” His tenac-
ity eventually convinced people around him 
and became the foundations of the prosper-
ity of Josai University today. The provenance 
of the university can be attributed to his un-
shakable “spirit to challenge something in a 
new environment.” 

Founder Mizuta, who greatly admired 
Greek philosopher Aristotle, was also a hu-

manist, romanticist and reformer who always 
wished to help those at the bottom of the so-
cial ladder.

The course traces the life of Mizuta back to 
the origins of his passion, explaining why he 
was so determined to create a university. The 
purpose of this program is to explain his pas-
sion and share it with participating students. 
The course starts by describing his political 
career, as well as his agony and suffering as 
a politician, and follows him through to the 
founding of the university. The course also 
invites those who personally knew him as 
guest speakers. 

There are many students taking the course 
and this is expected to increase in the next 
academic year.

JIU, JU begin program to teach school history

JIU Times

Mikio Mizuta, the founder of Josai Univer-
sity Educational Corporation, was a reporter 
at The Japan Times, Japan’s largest and oldest 
English newspaper that will mark its 120th an-
niversary in March 2017, according to a book 
documenting the newspaper’s history.

“Mikio Mizuta, who later was finance min-
ister in Prime Minister Hayato Ikeda’s Cabinet, 
was an English-writing reporter in the Editori-
al Department of our headquarters at the end 
of Taisho Era,” noted the “The Japan Times 
Story: From the first year of Bunkyu (1861) to 
Present,” published in 1966, on page 73.

This information was discovered as The 
Japan Times employees were researching the 
company history, prior to its 120th anniver-
sary.

“We are proud our former employees in-
cluded some prominent figures such as Mr. 
Mikio Mizuta” The Japan Times President 
Takeharu Tsutsumi said.

His experience as an English-writing re-
porter may have contributed to Mizuta’s suc-
cess in numerous international conferences 
and negotiations on financial and economic 
matters.

Mizuta worked 
as reporter at 
Japan Times 

Participants pose after the signing of an exchange agreement. 

The 1961 book, “The Japan Times Story” notes that a young Mikio Mizuta worked 
as a reporter at The Japan Times. 

　Scene on Campus　 JIU TIMES FALL 20162

Andrew Horvat

Trevor Ballance

Maria Shiguemi Ichiyama

4-5-4 Shibaura, Minato-ku, Tokyo
http://www.japantimes.co.jp

The Japan Times, Ltd.

JIU TIMES
Staff and Contributors

1 Gumyo, Togane-shi, Chiba
http://www.jiu.ac.jp

Hideo Usuki

Tim Woolstencroft

Jordan Smith

PAGE: 2



　Views from Abroad　JIU TIMES FALL 2016 3

PAGE: 3

by Terutada Tsunoda
Student, Department of International 
Exchange Studies

The 2016 Autumn Graduation Ceremony 
was held on Aug. 31 at the Mizuta Memorial 
Hall on the Chiba Togane Campus. 

Josai International University holds gradu-
ation ceremonies in two different occasions; 
one for international students arriving in Ja-
pan and departing at the end of the autumn 
semester, while the spring ceremony is the 
customary one for those students following 
the Japanese academic year. 

“To the graduating students, I would like 

to congratulate you on your accomplish-
ment,” Josai International University Chan-
cellor Noriko Mizuta said to the students. 
“Society is rapidly globalizing and will be 
enhanced further, so to all students today 
that will be taking a step into this society, 
now you must overcome the differences of 
living in a different country with different 
values and survive with the ability to think 
and judge for yourselves.”

“These are the types of practices that you 
will show in society from what you have 
learned in this school. I would like you very 
much to aim to create a world filled with 
hope, from each essence gained from your 

experiences of different kinds of knowledge; 
and friendships with strong bonds, which are 
the keys that will lead you to creating a better 
society,” she added.

The graduating students also received 
congratulatory messages from Eric Hertzler 
a JIU visiting professor and professor at the 
University Paris-Est Creteil and Corinna Del 
Bianco from the Aldo Del Bianco Founda-
tion. 

The graduating students showed their ap-
preciation to all who have supported them 
throughout their university lives, from area 
residents to international distinguished 
guests by presenting them with bouquets 

and messages.
Graduate student representative Lin Miao 

from the faculty of Information Management 
in the Comprehensive Management Depart-
ment, delivered her message of gratitude to 
the guests.

“Through invaluable experiences I was 
able to mature as a human being. I was also 
able to participate in international cultural 
exchange curricular programs and enjoy my 
student life studying abroad. I would like to 
extend my appreciation to all the professors 
and associates of JIU and thank the friends 
that supported us throughout our university 
lives,” Lin said.

A great number of guests and associates of 
the university attended the ceremony, along 
with parents, to celebrate the graduation. 

Students celebrate autumn graduation

by Joshua Hashimoto
Student, Department of International 
Exchange Studies

The Josai International University Au-
tumn Entrance Ceremony was held at Mizu-
ta Memorial Hall on Sept. 13. 

In her address, Chancellor Mizuta said: 
“In a world of different thoughts and dif-
ferent cultures, we must respect each other 
and our diversity. It is my hope that in the 
future, each and every one of you will prop-
erly deal with the changes of this global 
society and become an understanding in-
dividual.” 

Approximately 500 students from 17 
countries entered JIU this fall. Represen-
tative students of each country said a few 
words in their own language to the audi-
ence. 

Jian Kai-Ming, who joined the Faculty of 
Tourism, said, “We will respect the spirit of 
this university, and we will become indi-
viduals that can and will contribute to the 
global society.”

Ceremony welcomes new students

by Josai Center for ASEAN Studies

On July 26, a delegation led by Chairman 
Kiyoshi Imaizumi of the Imaizumi Memorial 
Burma Scholarship Foundation paid a visit to 
Josai University Educational Corporation Chan-
cellor Noriko Mizuta and donated funds to pro-
mote academic exchanges and human resource 
development. 

The specific goal of the visit was to support 
human resource development and exchanges 
with Myanmar, a goal Imaizumi hopes to real-
ize through this generous endowment to Josai 
University, which is currently hosting exchange 
students from Myanmar. 

Imaizumi first established the “Imaizumi 
Memorial Burmese Scholarship” in Tsurugashi-
ma, Saitama in 1989 to express his gratitude to 
the people of Burma (now Myanmar), where 
Imaizumi served as a soldier during World War 
II, as it was only due to their kindness in sharing 
food despite its overwhelming scarcity that he 
was able to endure the harsh conditions of war 
and to return home. The scholarship is a means 
of repaying a kindness and to contribute to the 
development of the nation of Myanmar. 

Since its foundation, 187 university students 
(including 25 Ph.D. students) have been award-
ed the scholarship and have gone on to active 
careers in various fields in Japan, Myanmar 
and other developing nations. The scholarship 
has also been awarded to over 300 students in 
Myanmar and continues to be used to support 
the construction of schools and libraries, as well 
as human resource development. 

Josai greatly values the aspirations of Imai-
zumi and pledges continued support for the 
growth of education and human resources in 
Myanmar. 

Support for 
Myanmar

by Sharon Duffy
Dean, University Extension
University of California, Riverside

Nine years ago 
I left my academic 
home in the gradu-
ate school of educa-
tion at the Universi-
ty of California, Riv-
erside to assume a 
temporary position 
as dean of university 
extension. I was to 
be there for two years or until a new dean 
was hired. It sounded like it would be a 
new academic adventure. To be honest, 
though, I knew very little about extension 
and I wasn’t sure what I was getting into.

I began my two-year term with the 
mindset of a short-timer who would keep 
things going for a couple of years and 
then go back to my safe zone, teaching 
in the graduate shool of education. As a 
short-timer I didn’t really move into the 
dean’s office. I put very few things in my 
desk drawers and bookshelves and the of-
fice still looked like the previous dean had 
never left. I continued my research on 
people with intellectual disabilities, still 
taught classes and mentored my gradu-
ate students. I was sure that I would not 
be in extension long enough to learn the 
names of all 150 staff members. I had ev-
ery intention of returning to my research 
and teaching in 2009.

I knew two things about university ex-
tension when I first started. First, I knew 
that most of the students were considered 
“non-traditional” because they were not 
earning degrees at UCR. The majority of 
the American extension students were 
working professionals with bachelor’s 
degrees who were earning additional cer-
tificates and credentials. Most came to the 
Extension Center for evening classes after 
working all day. The majority were part-
time students who had families and were 
juggling many responsibilities in addition 
taking courses that would help them in 
their careers. 

Second, I knew that extension had a 
large International Education Program 
unit, but I knew almost nothing about the 
international students they served and I 
knew even less about the programs they 
offered. I could not have predicted that 
this international education component of 

extension would have such a big impact 
on my future.

Shortly after arriving at extension I met 
professor Maria Shiguemi Ichiyama from 
Josai International University and profes-
sor Yoshiaki Ryu from Josai University. 
They were in Riverside with JIU and JU 
students who were participating in our 
academic programs while living with 
families in our local community. I soon 
learned that Chancellor Noriko Mizuta 
had established a sister university rela-
tionship with UCR in the 1980s and that 
the Josai University Educational Corpo-
ration had been a valuable and impor-
tant partner of UCR for almost 30 years. I 
also learned that Chancellor Mizuta was 
known worldwide for her commitment to 
university students becoming responsible 
global citizens and leaders. My position as 
extension dean offered opportunities for 
me to meet students from many different 
countries and to visit the campuses of sev-
eral of our foreign university partners. My 
visits to the beautiful JIU campuses have 
been a highlight of my time at extension. I 
was greatly intrigued by the international 
education component of extension.

I can honestly say that my interactions 
with colleagues and students from JIU and 
JU played a significant role in my decision 
in to make UCR extension my permanent 
home and not return to my teaching and 
research position in the graduate school of 
education. 

At extension I have developed a pas-
sion for lifelong learning. The world is 
changing rapidly with new technologies, 
scientific discoveries and social and eco-
nomic changes that impact every country. 
I understand now how important it is to 
be committed to continuing education 
and professional development — before, 
during and after earning degrees. This can 
happen at extension.

Last May I was honored with the title of 
Honorary Dean of Josai Lifelong Learning 
Center, Josai University Educational Cor-
poration, by Chancellor Mizuta. Words 
cannot convey how much this means to 
me. This recognition suggests that I made 
the right choice when I transitioned from 
being a short-timer at extension to making 
it my permanent home. I will be forever 
grateful for the serendipity that took me to 
this new phase in my career. 

Serendipity
Short-term service role that led to a 
career transition   Vol. 16

by Arisa Kiyono,
Graduate School of Humanities, Global 
Communication

I have been studying Japanese language 
teaching methodology at JIU and have vis-
ited countries such as Hungary, Korea and 
Norway as part of the internship program 
supported by The Japan Foundation. I also 
have been teaching Japanese at Narita Japa-
nese Language School since 2015.

First, I would like to talk about how ben-
eficial the internship program has been for 
me. Even though I am Japanese, teaching 
the Japanese language can be difficult be-
cause, as a Japanese person, I don’t think 
about grammar in the same way that Japa-
nese language learners do. The internship 
program helped me think about Japanese 
in a different light and for the first time I 
could understand Japanese from the per-
spective of someone studying it as a sec-
ond language. I could then understand 
what aspects of the grammar students 
found confusing and why they made the 
mistakes they did, something that really 
helped me improve my teaching skills. Us-
ing these skills I visited several countries to 
teach Japanese. While teaching Japanese, I 

had students say to me, “Thank you, it was 
really fun!” My students at Narita Japanese 
Language School were also extremely kind 
to me; they took me to many places after 
class and treated me like a good friend. 
These things made me want to become a 
Japanese teacher. 

At Narita Japanese Language School 
there are around 20 students per class, and 
the students come from countries all over 
Asia. In my internship, I was teaching stu-
dents of the same nationality at universities 
abroad, so this was a new challenge for me. 
I quickly discovered that teaching students 
of different nationalities is a very different 
challenge than what I was used to. I found 
a closer relationship with the students than 
I had experienced at the universities, and 

I realized that not only was I teaching my 
students to improve their skills, but they 
were also helping me improve my skills. 
This made me profoundly grateful and ap-
preciative of them and I will never forget 
my students.

by Yasuko Wachi Ph.D.
Faculty of Tourism

About 600 people gathered to celebrate 
the 2016 Wellness Exchange Day on Josai 
International University’s Awa Campus on 
Oct. 15. The event marked the 11th annual 
autumn festival hosted by the Faculty of 
Tourism. This year, the main theme was 

“The JIU Ball: It’s Halloween,” a day full of 
dance and music performances to wel-
come guests from the local and interna-
tional communities of Chiba, Tokyo and 
Saitama. 

President Yanagisawa of Josai Interna-
tional University pointed to the blue sky 
and started his opening speech by saying, 

“Look up at the sky, it’s dubbed as ‘Shutien’ 
(秋天) in China.” He then went on to recall 
his days in Beijing, where he saw an art piece 
by Umehara Ryuzaburo titled “Shutien” de-
picting the bright blue autumn sky of Beijing. 

The festival events started with a Hula 
Dance by the Hilo Hawaiian Academy, fol-
lowed by the Awa Takushin High School 
band and a Kisarazu High School Japanese 
drum performance. Then professor Attila 
Kiraly led Hungarian students in Hungar-
ian Folk Music to entertain the audience, 
while a film was shown at the Audiovisual 
Hall. It was jointly produced and acted in 
by Media Faculty students and a film crew 
from Dongseo University, one of our Ko-
rean Sister Universities

At the entrance hall, there was a calligra-
phy performance by the Faculty of Tourism’s 
international students led by a professional 
calligraphy artist Yurie Tonami, one of our 
2012 graduates of the Faculty of Tourism.

The Awa Campus was crowded with visi-
tors enjoying food booths by our students 
from China, Poland, Hungary, Vietnam 
and Taiwan, as well as booths serving tasty 

“tonjiru” (pork) soup, “mocha” (sticky rice 
cakes) and “yakiimo” (baked sweet pota-
toes). The Parents Association and Almuni 
Association also had booths where visitors 
enjoyed shopping and games.

Academic showcases exhibiting stu-
dents’ research projects, including beach 
wheelchairs, “michi no eki” (roadside 
station) and Awa train projects. Exhibi-

tions on the Visegrad Group, Germany, 
the World Heritage Study Tour and other 
overseas internship reports attracted in-
terested visitors who carefully listened to 
the student reports, responding with many 
questions and words of praise and encour-
agement. Hungarian students entertained 
the local children with coloring and handi-
crafts.

The afternoon program was highlighted 
by a lively dance performance by Tancos, a 
group of dancers established in 2008, fol-
lowed by karaoke and a drawing to com-
plete the day’s program. The happy crowd 
went home with many pleasant memories 
of the festival, while in the sky, a full moon 
shone and reflected on a very calm Ka-
mogawa Bay.
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Teaching in Norway

At the University of Oslo in Norway
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Wellness Exchange 
Day 2016 under the 

autumn sky

Exchange students perform their traditional music on stage.

by JIU Times

Commemorating its 50th anniversary, 
Josai University Educational Corporation 
hosted a lecture in the Mizuta Mikio Global 
Lecture Series on Oct. 26 by Japan’s First 
Lady, Akie Abe. Titled “Toward the Society 
Encouraging Women Empowerment,” the 
lecture was held at the Seiko Hall of Josai 
University in Sakado, Saitama Prefecture, 
with about 500 students and area residents 
attending.

The global lecture series has seen several 
honorable guest speakers such as former 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir bin 
Mohamad, Harvard University honorary 
professor Ezara Vogel and 2008 Nobel Prize 
in physics winner Makoto Kobayashi. Abe 
was the ninth guest speaker.

Abe was born in Tokyo in 1962 and mar-
ried Shinzo Abe in 1987. In 2012 she opened 
a Japanese-style dining bar “UZU” in Kanda, 
Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo. Recently, she is fo-
cusing on supporting Myanmar “Terakoya” 
(temple schools), rice cultivation and newly 
emerging food products.

First lady speaks on women’s empowerment

translation by Agnes Torok,
Faculty of Contemporary Policy Studies

Effective Sept. 
1, Josai University 
President Yasunori 
Morimoto, who held 
the position since 
April 2004, retired 
and Vice President 
Akira Shirahata has 
been named as his successor.

Professor Shirahata graduated from the 
doctoral program of Tokyo University’s 
Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Scienc-
es, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, in 

March 1981. He was a postdoctoral fellow 
at the Pennsylvania State University Medi-
cal Faculty and in April 1985 he became a 
teaching associate at Josai University, Fac-
ulty of Pharmaceutical Sciences. In April 
2001, he became a full professor, and in 
April 2003, he became dean of the Faculty 
of Pharmaceutical Sciences and served as 
the vice president of Josai University since 
April 2008.

President Shirahata outlined his ambi-
tions by stating: “Based on the history of 
the last 50 years, I believe we can change 
this university into an even more influential 
one in the next half decade. Especially be-
cause our school is in the suburbs, we have 
the opportunity to deepen our relationship 
with the community and our overseas sister 
schools. With these connections and also 
by creating new educational programs to 
develop the skills of our students, our uni-
versity is likely to become an institution 
with unique educational research activities.”

JU CORNER
Vice President Akira 

Shirahata becomes new 
Josai University president



Founding of Josai University Educational Corporation approved (First Chancellor: Mikio Mizuta)
Josai University with the Faculty of Economics, including the Department of Economics, 
and the Faculty of Science, including the Department of Mathematics and the 
Department of Chemistry, opened. First JU President is Mikio Mizuta
Department of Business Administration in the Faculty of Economics of Josai University 
opened
Josai University: Departments of Pharmaceutical Sciences and of Pharmaceutical 
Technochemistry in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences opened
Seiko Mizuta appointed second Chancellor of the Corporation
Josai University: M.A. degree program inaugurated in the Graduate School of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Josai University: M.A. degree in Economic Policy established in the Graduate School of 
Economics
Mizuta Museum of Art of Josai University opened
Josai University: Ph.D. program established in Pharmaceutical Sciences
Josai Women's Junior College opened Majors in Administration and Secretarial Services 
in the Department of Business Administration, and in Japanese Literature and English & 
American Literature in the Department of Literature
Center for Inter-Cultural Studies and Education established
Major courses at the JU Women's Junior College (Major course in Japanese Literature, 
Major course in English Literature) opened
Major courses at the JU Women's Junior College (Major course in Administration, Major 
course in Secretarial Services) opened
Josai University: Japanese Studies Program established. Major courses in Japanese 
Culture and Japanese Language
Completion ceremony of construction work for Josai International University
Dr. Noriko Mizuta appointed President of Josai University
Dr. Noriko Mizuta appointed President of Josai International University Josai International 
University: Departments of Welfare and Culture, and of International Exchange Studies in 
the Faculty of Humanities opened M.A. degrees in Inter-Cultural Studies and in Women’s 
Studies established in the Graduate School of Humanities
Josai International University: Ph.D. in Comparative Culture, (Graduate School of 
Humanities), MBA . in Management of Entrepreneurial Ventures (Graduate School of 
Management and Information Sciences) and Affiliated Preparatory Courses in Japanese 
Culture and Japanese Language (Japanese Studies Program) established Josai 
University: M.A. in Mathematics (Graduate School of Sciences) and M.S. in Medical 
Pharmacy (Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences) established
Josai International University: Departments of International Management Studies and of 
Information for Welfare and Environment established in the Faculty of Management and 
Information Sciences
Josai International University: Ph.D. in Management of Entrepreneurial Ventures (Graduate 
School of Management and Information Sciences) established
Josai International University: Department of Service Management Systems (Faculty of 
Management and Information Sciences), Department of Media & Culture Studies (Faculty of 
Humanities), Special Course in Business and Information Science (Japanese Studies Program) 
established Josai University: Department of Medical Nutrition (Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences) established Josai Women’s Junior College: Departments of Management and 
Information Administration and of Contemporary Culture opened (reorganized)
Josai International University: M.A. in Welfare and Social Studies (Graduate School of 
Humanities), MBA in International Administration established lace of Mikio Mizuta as a 
project to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the foundation of Josai University
Restoration of Mikio Mizuta’s birthplace completed, as Josai University's 40th anniversary 
project
Josai University: MBA in Business Innovation (Graduate School of Business 
Administration) established
Josai University: Department of Management Studies (Faculty of Business 
Administration), M.A. in Material Science (Graduate School of Sciences) established Josai 
International University: Department of Medical Pharmacy (Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences), Departments of Culture and Social Work Studies, and of Management and 
Social Work Studies (Faculty of Social Work Studies) established
Kyonan Seminar House completed
Josai Awa Learning Center completed
Noriko Mizuta takes office as Chancellor of Josai University Educational Corporation
Josai University Educational Corporation Tokyo Kioicho Campus Building completed
International Center for the Promotion of Arts and Sciences (JICPAS) established Josai 
University: M.A. in Medical Nutrition (Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences) 
established Josai International University: Department of Management Science (Faculty 
of Management and Information Sciences) reorganized; Department of Media and 
Information (Faculty of Media Studies), Business Design Program (Graduate School of 
Business Design, and Welfare and Social Studies Program (Graduate School of Social 
Work Studies) established
Medicinal Plant Garden (Otaki City) opened
Josai University: Department of Social and Economic Systems (Faculty of Contemporary 
Policy Studies), Departments of Pharmaceutical Sciences six-year and four-year 
programs (Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences) established Josai Base College: 
Department of Business Studies established Josai International University: Department 
of Wellness Tourism (Faculty of Tourism), Department of Medical Pharmacy six-year 
program (Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences) inaugurated
Josai International University: Department of Social Work Studies (Faculty of Social Work 
Studies) reorganized
Josai University Educational Corporation Tokyo Kioicho Campus Building No. 2 opened
Makuhari Campus opened
Josai International University: Department of Inter-Cultural Studies and Department of 
International Exchange Studies opened in the Faculty of International Humanities
Statement issued announcing the opening of the Department of Social and Environmental 
Studies in the Faculty of Social and Environmental Studies
Josai International University: Department of Social and Environmental Studies opened in 
the Faculty of Social and Environmental Studies
Ceremony to mark the 45th anniversary of the foundation of Josai University Educational 
Corporation
Course in Visual Arts established in the Faculty of Media Studiey, Josai International University
Josai University Educational Corporation Tokyo Kioicho Campus Building No. 4 opened
Josai University Educational Corporation Center for Innovation established
Josai University Educational Corporation Center for Graduate Studies established
Josai University Mizuta Museum of Art (premises) opened
Josai University Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences Pharmacy Graduate 
Course Pharmacy Specialty (latter doctoral course) and Pharmacy Specialty (doctoral 
course) established Josai International University Graduate School of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences Clinical Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences (doctoral course) established 
Josai International University Faculty of Nursing, Department of Nursing established
Ceremony to mark the 20th anniversary of the foundation of Josai International University
Josai International University Prince Takamado Memorial Sports Park completed
Josai International University: Master’s degree program in International Administration 
established in the Graduate School of International Administration, and master’s degree 
program in Global Communications established in the Graduate School of Humanities
Josai University Educational Corporation Tokyo Kioicho Campus Building No. 3 opened
Institute for Central European Studies established
Josai University Educational Corporation Tokyo Kioicho Campus Building No. 5 opened
Josai Center for ASEAN Studies established

Josai: A History
1965 Jan 25

� Apr 1

1971 Apr 1

1973 Apr 1

1976 Dec 27
1977 Apr 1

1978 Apr 1

1979 Mar 25
 Apr 1

1983 Apr 1

1985 Apr 1
1987 Apr 1

1989 Apr 1

1990 Apr 1

1992 Mar 10
1994 Apr 1
1996 Apr 1

1998 Apr 1

1999 Apr 1

2000 Apr 1

2001 Apr 1

2002 Apr 1

2003 Jan 25

 Apr 1

2004 Apr 1

 Apr 10
 Apr 19
 May 27

2005 Jan 21
 Apr 1

 Apr 19
2006 Apr 1

2007 Apr 1

 Oct 25
2008 Feb 15

 Apr 1

2009 Jun 30

2010 Apr 1

 Apr 16

2011 Apr 1
 Apr

 Jul 22
   Oct
 Dec 9
2012 Apr 1

 Apr 28
 May 22

2013 Apr 1

 Apr 12
 Nov 21

2015 Feb 12
 May 21
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by Jordan Smith
Associate Professor
Faculty of International Humanities

The Josai University International Modern 
Poetry Center has created a new Japanese 
modern poetry prize for foreign exchange 
students in Japan. Foreign students residing 
in Japan and studying at any institution in 
the country may submit their original poetry 
in Japanese. Sponsored by publishing house 
Shichosha and supported by The Japan 
Times and Mainichi Newspapers, the prize is 
designed to build bridges between Japan and 
foreign students, foster the literary culture of 
exchange students and encourage exchange 

students to enrich their Japanese language 
studies with creative writing.

The prize is called “The Road Home 
Prize,” in honor of Chancellor Noriko Mizu-
ta’s “Kiro” collection of poetry that treats the 
topic of international travel in a globalized 
world. Judges for the competition include 
poets Mutsuo Takahashi, Kiwao Nomura, 
Toshiko Hirata, Toru Kitagawa, Tian Yuan 
and Noriko Mizuta. The organizing commit-
tee includes Gozo Yoshimasu, Noriko Mizuta, 
Jordan Smith, and Tian Yuan. The winner 
will receive a ¥300,000 prize and three run-
ners-up will receive ¥30,000 each. Selections 
will be announced in January 2017, with the 
winning entry to be published in the leading 

Japanese poetry journal, “Modern Poetry 
Handbook (Gendai Shi Techo¯).” Submis-
sions for this year’s prize will be accepted 
through Nov. 30 and all inquiries may be sent 
to kiro@jiu.ac.jp.

Poetry prize established for foreign students 

by Josai International Center for the 
Promotion of Art & Sciences (JICPAS)

Josai International University’s Josai I-
House (Togane Global Village) located on 
the Togane Campus was awarded a 2016 
Good Design Award. The Japan Institute of 
Design Promotion’s international screening 
committee, which is made up of 76 pro-
fessionals, reviewed 4,085 entries over five 
months before making decisions on the 
awards.

The Josai I-House (Togane Global Village) 
was praised as a facility designed as a com-
munication facility for international students 
and those who wish to study abroad, as 
well as a place that links public and private 
spaces by the Obayashi Corporation, which 
reviewed 11 buildings and selected I-House 
as the only winner. The prize was awarded 
to Josai University Educational Corporation 
and Studio SUMO of the U.S.

The Good Design Award is the only global 
design award in Japan.

Josai I-House receives Good Design Award

by Josai International Center for
the Promotion of Art & Science (JICPAS)

In marking its 50th anniversary, Josai Uni-
versity Educational Corporation will create 
the Mikio Mizuta Commemorative Interna-
tional Prize.

Mizuta, the founder of Josai University 
who was born in 1905 and died in 1976, was 
a politician engaged in the revitalization of 
Japan after World War II, and worked tire-
lessly to achieve economic growth and im-
prove Japan’s status in the world. 

He was known as a politician savvy in fi-

nance and economy as he had held several 
ministerial positions, including the economy 
and finance portfolios. He was called on dur-
ing economic difficulties such as deteriora-
tion of the trade balance, economic slow-
down and rapid changes in the exchange 
rate.

Also, he was passionately engaged in pro-
moting education. He founded Josai Uni-
versity, with the motto “Character building 
through learning.”

Josai University Educational Corporation 
admires the founder’s efforts for Japan’s re-
vitalization and development, and thus has 

decided to establish the Mikio Mizuta Com-
memorative International Prize for people 
who make remarkable contributions to im-
prove and develop Japan’s economy, society 
and culture.

Josai University Educational Corporation 
will select the first winner this winter. From 
next fiscal year, it will hold an awards cere-
mony in April, the anniversary month of the 
university’s foundation.

Josai University Educational Corporation 
hopes the Mikio Mizuta Commemorative 
International Prize will contribute to the de-
velopment of Japan’s economy and society.

Prize to honor Japan development

by Josai International Center for the 
Promotion of Art & Sciences (JICPAS)

Josai University Educational Corporation 
University Press published a collection of 
Chancellor Noriko Mizuta’s dialogues and 
symposiums.

The collection is a three-volume compila-
tion about gender and expression spanning 
25 years from 1990 by Chancellor Mizuta, 
who is regarded as one of Japan’s leading ex-
perts in feminist criticism.

The first volume is titled “Patriarchy and 
Gender,” the second is “Discussing Women 
and Expression with Women Writers” and 
the third is “Gender and Asia.” Each volume 
is priced at ¥2,500 (tax excluded.)

A party was held in Tokyo on Oct. 29 to 
celebrate the publication of the collection. 

Books on gender, 
expression published

by Mutsuo Nakamura 
Admissions Office

JIU students from the Faculty of Social and 
Environmental Studies have been actively 
working on the conservation of local wood-
lands while studying their nature and ecosys-
tems. These students, who investigate the flora 
and fauna in cooperation with area residents, 
have played an active role in helping children 
learn about local environmental issues.

In September, these students held an ob-
servation tour “mammals of the local wood-
lands” in a mountainous area of the city of 
Togane, where idyllic landscapes still remain. 
Masato Sugawara, an undergraduate stu-
dent served as guide for the event, visited the 
woodlands between his busy class schedule 
and investigated the animals by tracking their 
footprints and feces. “Most probably, there 
are more than 10 different mammals here. I 
encourage all of you to learn more about the 
mammals living close to us, that are also fac-
ing habitat reduction.” Sugawara said to the 
approximately 20 participants, mostly parents 
and children.

Sugawara has been carrying out a wood-
lands conservation project in collaboration 
with the local community. The city of Sanmu 
adjacent to Togane has been the main field 
of their activities. Area volunteers have been 
working to maintain the surrounding areas 
that were once filled with garbage caused by 

illegal dumping. Two years ago, our students 
conducted a survey of aquatic plants in the lo-
cal waters such as wetlands, paddy fields and 
irrigation channels. As a result, they were able 
to identify more than 50 species the Ministry 
of the Environment designated as endan-
gered.

Since last fall, the students have been car-

rying on an ecological survey of local sala-
manders. They recorded populations and 
spawning conditions of the salamanders that 
had been transferred to a nearby pond due 
to highway construction. One of the students 
said, “I’m happy our activities have been 
serving the local community.” Professor Yoko 
Kunitake, who oversees the group, said, “The 

students are learning with hands-on experi-
ence in the field of environmental conserva-
tion.”

“See with your own eyes, think and act. Ac-
tive field work is conducive to human growth 
in addition to training of environmental pro-
fessionals,” said JIU Vice-President professor 
Masato Kurabayashi.

Students enjoy environmental activities

Students participate in various environmental activities
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