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Theme: Japan-Canada Relations in an Era of Global Change

In this current era of global interconnectedness, change at local, national, regional, and
international levels is occurring at a rapid pace. While change can be 'negative’ (e.g., climate
change), it can also be 'positive' (e.g., medical advances). Japan and Canada are integral actors
in efforts to promote positive global change. The 2019 JACAC conference will offer reflections on
how these two G-7 partners, celebrating 90 years of diplomatic relations, are contributing to positive
global change on transnational issue-areas and policy-relevant governance challenges. The
conference will feature presentations from the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences
that approach global change from innovative perspectives.

This year, to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the JACAC Student Forum and the 90th Anniversary
of the Japan-Canada Diplomatic Relations, this conference follows the format of a simulation.
Participants will portray the roles of political leaders and policymakers in Japan and Canada, and
will be encouraged to come up with effective policy suggestions that foster a stronger relationship
between the two countries.

The conference themes will include:

1) What role can Japan and Canada play in promoting global peace and security through
multilateral forums? Each country enjoys a special relationship with the United States. How can
Japan and Canada leverage this relationship in order to promote peace and security in the Asia-
Pacific region?

2) Roughly half the world’s population resides in the Asia-Pacific region — which is also home to the
largest and most dynamic economies in the world. Regional support for global governance efforts
to address climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions has been mixed. Furthermore,
parts of the region are witnessing a return of trade protectionism, which might drag the wider region
(and beyond) into a series of ‘trade wars’. How can economic growth be balanced with
environmental protection? What are the problems associated with the rise of trade protectionism
and so-called trade wars? What role can Japan and Canada perform in devising and implementing
solutions for these issue-areas?

3) How do technological innovations improve societal well-being? What technologies are the most
promising in terms of providing medical advances? What are the best ways of supporting the
development of societal, medical, and health-related technologies? How might Japan and Canada
disseminate domestic ‘lessons learned’ and ‘best practices’ to global audiences?

Description
With mixed-teams involving students from both Canadian and Japanese universities, the forum
consists of the following:

e Expert lectures & discussions (Keynote lecture: TBD)

e Group work based on the conference themes as part of a simulation module, wherein

student groups assume the role of various G-7 member-states

e Pre-assignment to prepare for group work related to the simulation

¢ Final presentations at Embassy of Japan in Ottawa

¢ Final individual report
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