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Consideration of Anecdotal Evidence Akahito was from the
Yamabe District of Kazusa Province in Commentaries and
Mysteries Related to the Tameakira-ryu Kokin Waka Shu

Miyako Okada

Abstract

With the Akahitotsuka mound in Tanaka and Togane as a contributing background factor, this study
found anecdotal evidence that Akahito was from the Yamabe District of Kazusa Province that is found
in commentary and mysteries related to the Tameaki-ryu Kokin Waka Shu.

In Tameaki-ryu text, the evidence that Akahito was from the Yamabe District of Kazusa Province
(now the location of the city of Togane) can be divided into two major pieces of information. The first
is from Kokin Waka Shu Jo Kikigaki, an ancient commentary on the Kokin Waka Shu, which states
that Akahito came to Tokyo from the Yamabe District of Kazusa Province and not from the Yamabe
District of Yamato Province. The second is from the book of secrets for the Kanjo ordination, a type of
Buddhist initiation ceremony, and it is an identity theory proposing that Kakinomoto no Hitomaro
(often written as Hitomaru) was exiled to the Yamabe District of Kazusa Province for the crime of
raping the daughter of Daijin, then changed his name to Yamabe no Akahito when he was appointed as
the editor of the Manyoshu. Upon closer investigation, the theory of Akahito being from the Yamabe
District of Kazusa Province originates long ago during the Kouan era, and the identity theory is
thought to have come after. On the other hand, there are legends about castle and temple construction
by Hojo Nagatoki and Hisatoki in the Togane city area. Putting this information together, it’s possible
that the theory of Akahito being from the Yamabe District of Kazusa Province arose due to Tameaki
living in Kanto during the Kouan era combined with the presence of Nagatoki and Hisatoki, who were

also poets, in the surroundings.
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