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Theodore Roosevelt and “Asia Monroe Doctrine”:
US-Japanese Relationship over the “Modernization” of China

Takenosuke Mishima

Abstract

At the turn of the 19% century to the 20™ century, the United States expanded into Asia, not only to
enter the Chinese market but also to join great powers in the “modernization” of China. These two
diplomatic aims, however, were not likely to realize under the circumstances that Qing Dynasty were
in decline and fall, and great powers such as the Russian Empire tried to colonize its cities and ports.
This is why the United States declared Open Door policy on great powers which have special interests
on the Chinese mainland.

This policy was not based on hard power like military power because American public opinion didn’t
agree that the United States should use it for Chinese market or for the “modernization” of China.
Therefore, President Theodore Roosevelt searched for a nation which would carry out Monroe Doctrine
in China instead of the United States. He regarded Japan as the nation for two reasons. First, Japan was
supported by her ally, the British Empire, which was in the Great Rapprochement with the United States.
Second, she fought against the Russian Empire violating Open Door policy.

After the Russo-Japanese War, Japanese sea power became prominent in Asia and the Anti-Japanese
movement on the west coast of America became a major issue in the US-Japanese relationship.
Roosevelt anticipated “the clash of civilizations” between Japan and the United States, and judged the
United States shouldn’t let Japan lead the “modernization” of China. Then he tried to maintain Japan-
US cooperation in order to stabilize East-Asian world order, and at the same time expected China to

“modernize” herself under the influence of American soft power such as business and education.

Key words: Japan-US Relationship, the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, Open Door Policy,

Monroe Doctrine, Modernization, Immigration
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