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Progressives in the United States Presidential Election of 1912:
“Centrist Politics” in Pursuit of “Liberalism”, Part L

Takenosuke Mishima

Abstract

Theodore Roosevelt, an icon of American Progressivism, attempted to expand the police power of
the Federal Government in order to establish social equilibrium between capital and labor. He believed
that this new liberalism would be realized through “Centrist Politics,” which aimed to counter the
powers of Republican Regulars with its Insurgents so that its moderate Progressives could be centered
in the party decision making.

However, his successor, William Howard Taft, forced the Republicans into a tariff reform, which
Roosevelt avoided so as to maintain “Centrist Politics.” This bold action caused Taft to depend heavily
on the Regulars because they were in command of Congressional proceedings, whose technicalities Taft
didn’t know much about. This reliance made the Insurgents defect the President and Roosevelt find Taft
failed to succeed to his “Centrist Politics.” Then Roosevelt initiated his campaign of “New Nationalism”
to revive his “Centrist Politics” in the Republican political dynamics. He insisted on one of the
Insurgents’ agendas, that is, modifying US Constitution to introduce direct democracy procedures such
as recall of judges and their decisions.

Though, “New Nationalism™ aroused the objection of Roosevelt’s politically reliable allies, Elihu
Root and Henry Cabot Lodge, who had negotiated both the Regulars and Insurgents to settle their
disagreements to Roosevelt’s “Centrist Politics”. This was because Root and Lodge believed that the
direct democracy procedures would destroy the separation of powers, which they considered was the
heart of US Constitution, and would invite State Socialism. As a result, “New Nationalism™ lost political
ground in the Republican Party and Roosevelt had no choice but to leave it and to set up the Bull Moose
Party. At the US Presidential Election of 1912, the Grand Old Party started to return to Classical

Liberalism.

Key words: United States Presidential Elections, Tariff, United States Constitution, Progressivism,

Liberalism
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