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Adaptation in Japanese-Chinese Tourism Translation:
On the “Faithfulness” of Translation

Wei Gong

Abstract
In the field of Japanese-Chinese tourism translation, the word-for-word translation method is often
used to ensure faithfulness to the source text. However, this method only appears to be faithful because
it tends to ignore tourists who are the readers of the translated text, and thus it may not achieve the
purpose of tourism translation. Based on a case study on a real-life example of Sino-Japanese tourist
translation and the functionalist theory of translation, this study discusses the necessity and principle of
adaptation by means of deletion and summary, and argues that adaptation is the essence of fidelity in

translation.

Key words: word-for-word translation, faithfulness, adaptation
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