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Historical Research Methods and Japan Search:
Focusing on its use in modern Japanese history

Munenori Nagao

Abstract

The current situation of digital archives is different from the situation in the 1990s and 2000s. In
traditional digital archiving, the valuable holdings of museums and libraries are digitized and provided
as contents. However, digital archives are now being created to cover born-digital materials, which
have appeared as digital materials from the beginning. With these changes in institutions, it is
necessary to examine what kind of historical materials historical researchers can use for their research.
Japan Search, which was released in August 2020, can be used as a tool to find historical materials. In
this paper, we examine its specific usage. What will be important in the future is the attitude of

researchers on how to decipher the contents of digital archives.
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