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A Report of Japanese Proficiency in Japanese University Students

Miyuki Hatori, Brett Collins

Abstract

There is a common idea in Japan that young people's Japanese proficiency has declined, a tendency
that might be observed in university students. Moreover, judging whether the idea of declining
Japanese proficiency is the result of learning disabilities and that current proficiency levels influence
second language acquisition has become important. This study aimed to clarify types of problems
present in the current cohort of Japanese first-year university students as they negotiated English as a
second language. Previous studies have highlighted issues related to the proper use of particles in
Japanese text, but this study revealed that there were more mistakes in the use of conjunctions than
particles. In addition, no significant results appeared regarding learning disabilities, and problems
remained in the overall survey itself. In the future, we would like to continue the survey longitudinally
to include a more comprehensive investigation into the background of the participant’s learning

histories.
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