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The Background of the Legend of Akahito
in the Yamabe district, Kazusa Province:
From the Perspective of Local History and Field Materials

Miyako Okada

Abstract

This paper uses local history and materials to examine the background of the theory that, according
to the ancient annotations of the Kokin-shu, the poet Yamabe no Akahito was born in the Yamabe district
of the Kazusa province.

Ryukei Yasukawa's Kazusa Kokushi describes the history of Akahito’s burial mound and the Hokoji
Temple in Tanaka-mura. He discusses the ancient records of “a certain Kurokawa” whose ancestor is
said to have lived in Aizu under the name of Tanaka Gyoubu during the Eiroku era (1558-1570), and
who was later restored to the Kurokawa family. One of the Kurokawas ancient records describes The
theory that Akahito is the same person as Hitomaru. It also includes a note about the creation of the
document in the year Eitoku 2 (1382). This can be said to be similar to the “Jisho-ron” found in the
ancient commentaries of Tameakira-ryu on the Kokin-shu. Therefore, this paper focused on Nichiju
(1314-1392) and examined the origins of the Kurokawas to discuss the birth of the Akahito Legend.
According to early modern documents, Nichiju was from Kurokawa of Aizu and was regarded as the
founder of Hokoji Temple and the Honpukuji Temple in the neighboring village. Additionally, he might
have composed tanka poems. In Kyoto, Nichiju conveyed his doctrine to Nijo Yoshimoto, whose
achievements in tanka poetry are considered significant.

This paper considers the movements of the Nichiren-shu in the Yamabe district and its surrounding
areas from the 13th century onward and discusses the birth of the Akahito Legend in the ancient

annotations of the “Kokin-shu and in the Yamabe district.

Key words: Hitomaru and Akahito, Yamabe district, Kazusa province, Jisho-ron, Nichiren-shu,

Kokin-shu annotations
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