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Abstract

Recently, use of the term CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) has increased dramatically, and
the business community has developed a common understanding that companies should operate
under the principles of CSR.

One key factor raising the profile of CSR is a greater awareness of our need to act responsibly
toward the environment. Global warming appears to be spiraling out of control. Our current mode
of economic growth damages the planet permanently.

Another contributing factor is the violation of laws or antisocial behavior by global
corporations, especially since 2000. Here problems include human rights abuse or child labor, etc.,
in developing countries.

CSR is not a new word. Japan tolerated serious industrial pollution during the 1960s in
exchange for high economic growth. After the 1970s, people began to demand ethical behavior
from companies. Moreover, society looked to companies for positive social contributions such as
Meécénat or Philanthropy as good corporate citizens.

CSR is rising in importance because corporate activities are now global and countries cannot
solve problems merely through domestic law. CSR is now discussed at the regional economic
block level and at the United Nations. Moreover, consumers and citizens are becoming
increasingly conscious of environmental conservation and corporate ethics. Companies are being
forced to undertake serious efforts to implement CSR.

CSR is a concept that originated in Europe and the USA. Nowadays many Japanese companies
observe CSR standardization in ISO. However, we must be able to propose suggestions to develop
the notion of CSR from the Japanese Management View. The Japanese Management View has
evolved since the Edo period. Its pioneers include Shosan Suzuki and Baigan Ishida. This paper

will examine CSR from the perspective of the Japanese Management View.
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