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Fan Culture and Korea Cool

Masao Mori

Abstract

Several years ago a Korean TV drama, Winter Sonata was very popular among the
Japanese people and the reason was also argued eagerly why the fans were so crazy about it. This
essay aims not to clarify fans' inner feelings, but to examine the feature of their behavior called fan
culture and the source of this boom.

First, we conclude that the principal feature of fans' behavior is limitation of the
inquiry into details of the drama and matters surrounding it. Therefore, their interests do not
expand into the whole of Korean society.

Second, we show that this boom is what succeeded to the fashion of Hong Kong pop
culture and American TV drama in the late 1980s and 1990s, therefore, it is not an entirely new

phenomenon.
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