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{Introduction to the Documents) Letters From Japanese Artists:
Supplement to “A Boso Peninsula Patron and Young Japanese
Painters: With a Focus on Yamaguchi Hoshun” Exhibit

Eri Yoshida, Mizuko Horiuchi
Abstract

From November 2 to December 1, 2007, the Mizuta Museum of Art, Josai International University held
“A Bosd Peninsula Patron and Young Japanese Painters: With a Focus on Yamaguchi Hoshun.” Covering the
early Showa (1926-1989) to post-war periods, this exhibit presented letters and 43 works of art from the
collection of the head of an old Boso family who supported artists with a local connection.

In addition to works by Yamaguchi Hoshun (1893-1971), there are Japanese paintings by Ishii Rinkyd
(1884-1930) from Toke in Chiba prefecture; Taoka Shunkei (1887-1969), who, loving Rinkyd deeply, moved to
Oami in Chiba prefecture; Rinkyd's apprentice, Akino Fuku (1908-2001); her husband Sawa Kajin (1905-82);
Hoshun's apprentice Akiba Chosei (1911-78), from Chiba; Seki Chikara (1903-200), also from Chiba; Yamada
Shingo (1908-77); Yamamoto Kytjin (1900-86); Isobe Sokyu (1897-1967); Tsuda Seifu (1880-1978); and
Naoki Tomojird (1903-2000). There is also a vase by Katori Masahiko (1899-1988), a metal-worker with deep
ties to Chiba. The majority of these works are small, hanging scrolls to be hung in an alcove, and picture
albums, but they are well-suited to being the favoured gems of a private collection.

It is noteworthy that correspondence from these artists to the collector were kept by the family along
with the artwork. This correspondence naturally sheds light on the relationship between the artists and the
collector who supported them, as well as the artists’ feelings about their lives and works, and the friendship
between the artists.

613 of the family’s letters and other documents have already been catalogued in Chiba-ken Kingendai-
shi-bukai Chosa Hokokusho: Bungaku/Bijutsu-kankei Shirydo Mokuroku (Chiba Prefecture Modern History
Section Meeting Research Report: Literature/Art Related Documents Catalogue). Of these documents, 212 are
letters from artists related to this exhibit. Of these 212 letters, some were reprinted in the catalogues for ‘A
B&so Peninsula Patron and Young Japanese Painters: With a Focus on Yamaguchi Hoshun” and “Celebrating
120 Years Since his Birth Taoka Shunkei: A Nanga Artist in the Boso Region” (2007, Mizuta Museum of Art,
Josai International University). The current work looks at the correspondence not published in these catalogues
reprinting the full text of 72 major letters sent to the collector by four people: Yamaguchi Hoshun; Hoshun's
wife, Yamaguchi Haruko, from the same region as the collector; Taoka Shunkei; and Akino Fuku.

In addition to “Commentary” and “Artist Curriculum Vitae,” essays relating to the birth of the collection,
the exhibit catalogue for “A Bosd Peninsula Patron and Young Japanese Painters: With a Focus on Yamaguchi

Hoshun,” published 22 of the exhibited works in colour illustrations. We want to reference all of them.
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