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Evaluating the impression data
of the child's Baumtest
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Abstract

It is important how childcare givers read a child's expression to stimulate the child’s
development.

In this study, we focused on the child’s Baumtest (tree test), especially tree picture
impression data. We examined this data for the predictability of child's behavior next to
that of caretakers’ impression of the tree pictures drawn by subject children. We
conducted child’s Baumtest in May, 2005. Subjects of this test were 70 male and female
children of 5-6 years old, belonging to senior classes of a kindergarten.

As a result, we pointed out that the childcare giver’s impression of the tree pictures
compared to that of the childcare giver’s direct impressions of each child who drew tree
pictures tended to be corresponding. We also found that that childcare giver’s
impression of the tree pictures corresponded to third parties’ impression of the same
picture.

We also found that third parties’ impressions of the tree test corresponded predictably

with that of actual child behavior. Some specific impressions of tree pictures, such as
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“dynamic,” “free,” “positive,” “quickness,” “carefulness,” and “sensitive,” could indicate a

child-drawer’s character of “active” and “liveliness.” Some other impression such as
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“leisurely,” “sturdy,” “scrupulous” and “careful” could imply a drawer’s character of
“scrupulous.”

Since, “active” and “leisurely” impressions of tree pictures also indicate a drawer’s
character such as “energetic” or “socially active” and “extrovert” nature as well as
mental healthiness, it appears that tree pictures drawn by the Baumtest can give us

vivid impression data of a drawer’s character and behavioral trend.
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