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The Kenji Mizoguchi 50th Anniversary Talk
(June 17, 2006)

Hide Murakawa

First session

Film screening Ugetsu) (Kenji Mizoguchi)
Second session

Lecture by Masahiro Shinoda (Film director)

MThe world of Kenji Mizoguchi

Third session

Talk by Haruko Wakita (Woman of cultural Merit in 2005)

and Masahiro Shinoda (Film director)

MUgetsu; and womens of the middle ages
Abstruct

Kenji Mizoguchi died in 1956. This project commemorated the 50th anniversary of his death. Masahiro
Shinoda joined the Shochiku film company in 1953. For Japanese film, that was a very important year, seeing
the completion of Yasujiro Ozu’s [Tokyo Story, Keisuke Kinoshita’s TA Japanese Tragedy), and Kenji
Mizoguchi’'s MUgetu], and production on underway, Akira Kurosawa’s 'Seven Samuraij. Shinoda emphasized
overwhelming influence of Italian neorialism for Japanese film makers at that time. He illustrated how
Mizoguchi was influenced by Italian neorialism by comparing Roberto Rossellini’s 'Open city | with MUgetsu
However, Mizoguchi stepped outside realism by taking his lead character into the world of the departed soul in
style of Noh theater. Mizoguchi blended this world and the world beyond.

Haruko Wakita pointed out that women in the Middle Ages were more actually more powerful than depicted
in the film from the viewpoint of the specialist in Middle Ages women’s history. Village communities were
able to fend off invaders so that armed forces were not able to enter villages uninvited. Also a researcher of
Noh play, Wakita appreciated Mizoguchi’s incorporation of ancient theatrical elements into his cinematographic
technique.

(This talk was the second Film Lecture] held by the Media Faculty Department of Josai International

University.)
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