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Tourism Resources Theory:
A Consideration of Classification Systems

Yoshitaka Mizoo

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine those categories which have been used until now to
classify tourist attractions and tourism resources, and to develop a new system of classification
that researchers can use in common.

The classification of tourism resources has been confused by the ambiguity between resources
needed for domestic tourism on the one hand,and international tourism on the other; by the lack
of a clear distinction between sightseeing and recreation; and by the inclusion in the issue of
resources more particularly for the development of resorts or tourist areas.

The study of tourism resources has thus been limited--except for such travel purposes as
business, visiting friends and relatives, conventions, and recreation--to resources for sightseeing
purpose. Resources relating to resorts were also excepted. Natural and human resources were
considered in this framework, and such factors as climate and the existence of hot springs were
set apart from the category of natural resource. This paper revises and simplifies a previous two-
part classification of human resources, reducing them for analysis to one category. Facilities that
function as attractions for tourists, such as theme parks, are considered as an aspect of human

resources, excluding those that provide food or lodging to make travel easy.
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