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A study of French vacation system
What should we learn from France for the implementation
of long holiday in Japan ?

Yoshiya lida

Abstract

The Japanese tourism has achieved a remarkable progress within 50 years after the 2nd World
War . However, the length of our vacation is criticised to be short compared with the world s
leading tourism developped countries.The purpose of this paper is to look into the birth, history
and present situation of long vacation in France, considered as one of the most advanced holiday
institutions in the world, in order to look for any effective suggestions for the improvement of

Japanese holiday system.

1.Creation and transition of paid holiday in France

In 1936,Popular Front government formed by a coalition of left-wing parties, passed many laws
aiming to improve labour conditions of working class. One of them was the law authorizing 2
weeks paid annual holiday to all workers. Since then, this vacation system has experienced
several alterations and now French people enjoy 5 weeks paid annual leave.

2.Analysis of present French vacation

3.Comparison of French and Japanese vacation systems

4.Significance of vacances for French people

5.Conclusion

(1)French vacation consists in a long stay at one place, while,Japanese spend generally their
short holiday in making excursion visiting sightseeing spots.

(2)Japan has no decree ruling minimum continuous holiday duration and employees take usually
annual leave by piece of 1 day unit.

(3)The widespread view that Japanese give priority to works over vacation is unjustified. They
are obliged to do so under the pressure of working conditions and traditional social culture.
(4)What Japan should learn from France is to establish a law regulating compulsory minimum

continued holiday.
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