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Where and How the Baby Boomers Spend their Second Lives:
A Study of Senior Communities with Linkages to Universities

Atsuko Komukai

Abstract

1. Introduction: Where community and university intersect
II. Method : Comparative case studies in the U.S. and Japan
III. Result:
A. Present Conditions
1. Developing movement in the U.S.
2. Developing movement in Japan
B. Perspectives and Concerns for the Future

IV. Conclusion: Revival of univer-city

In recent years, the effects of “mass longevity’ have been spreading among developed
countries. These effects can be seen as both positive and negative.

In Japan, the massive retirement by baby boomers at the age of sixty is spoken of as the "2007
problem" ; the ageing of America’s baby boomers is described there as the “grey peril.” There
is no doubt that where and how seniors spend their long-lasting second lives will profoundly
influence the whole society. Demographic change, as this paper demonstrates, also presents
society with a range of new and interesting possibilities, as the needs and lifestyle preferences of
its seniors come to be met by new institutional alliances.

This paper will first introduce the cases of senior communities that are managed with strong
ties to universities. It then investigates the developing collaboration between the two fields of
higher education and business for seniors. It concludes with perspectives and concerns about the

future of education in the ageing society.
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