
Alexis de Tocqueville, a French historian and political scientist, who visited the United States in 
1831 found Americans to possess the art of association, not only for commercial and industrial 
purposes, but also in thousand of other ways. Based on this legacy of forming associations, Americans 
have developed charitable nonprofit organizations which are deeply rooted in American society. In 
the history of charitable organizations, the United States stands out because of this characteristic, 
but the nation is also unique in the sense that nonprofit charitable activities are regulated by the tax 
law. The purpose of this thesis is to identify the salient characteristics of nonprofit organization of 
the U. S. and discuss their functions and activities in relation to the uniquely American development 
of those organizations.  
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