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Historical Perceptions in Korean Television Drama
Masao Mori

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to show Korean historical perceptions by analyzing three Television dramas.

Dae Jang Geum and Damo are stories set in the Joseon dynasty period when the idealistic Sarimpa, a
Confucian faction, came into power and the doctrine of Zhuxi and its ethnocentric world view became
entrenched. In these dramas those who play the villains are not barbarous Japanese themselves, but compatriots
who are considered traitors. These dramas represent the elimination of mixed elements and purgation of the
nation.

On the other hand, Legend is the tale of a king of Goguryeo who fights against surrounding countries whose
inhabitants are considered descendants of a mythical ancient kingdom. Therefore, this drama represents the
assimilation of external elements and the enlargement of the nation.

These two perceptions from two sides are used to substantiate the 'nation’.



