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Prediction Capability and Grammatical Knowledge of
Japanese Learners :
Focusing on Japanese Proficiency Levels and Japanese
Acquisition Process

Yasue Hara

Abstract

This study aims to describe how basic and intermediate Japanese learners predict and complete
a sentence when given the phrases of a certain sentence one by one. It also aims to clarify how
prediction capability of Japanese learners develops, which indicates Japanese acquisition process.

This experiment was originally performed by Teramura (1987) for Japanese native speakers.
First, the experimenter writes the first phrase of a sentence and ask the subjects to predict the
following and complete a sentence. Then, the experimenter gives the second phrase to the
subjects and asks them to predict and complete a sentence. This routine continues until the last
phrase of a sentence is given. The sentence used is; sono sensei wa/ watashi ni/ kuni e/ kaettara/
chichi no ikiteiru/ uchi ni hayaku/ zaisan wo/ wakete morae to/ susumeru/ hito de atta.

Japanese native speakers predict reporting verbs such as “iu” when the third phrase “kuni e” is
given (Teramura 1987) and advanced learners do the same prediction when the fourth phrase
“kaettara” is given (Ichikawa 1993). On the other hand, it is when the eighth phrase “wakete
morae to” is given that most intermediate learners predict reporting verbs, and predictions of
basic learners never come together as one type of verbs. The higher the Japanese proficiency
level is, the earlier learners predict one type of verbs.

Japanese native speakers predict a complex sentence when the third phrase “kuni e” is given,
but 64 percent of intermediate learners can expect a complex sentence when the third phrase
given. About a half of those expect not a quotation clause but an adnominal phrase or clause. It
means that even those who cannot predict the same sentence structure as Japanese native
speakers do can avoid producing grammatically incorrect sentences by predicting a complex
sentence containing an adnominal phrase or clause. On the contrary, 67 percent of basic
learners cannot predict a complex sentence on this stage and produces a grammatically incorrect
sentence. The higher the Japanese proficiency level is, the earlier learners predict the sentence
structure.

Prediction is affected by other factors than knowledge on Japanese language, which are the
learner’s native language and living environments, and the Japanese teaching contents and

methods that learners received.



