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Musical Scores for Japanese Films created by Toru Takemitsu

and Fumio Hayasaka
—Lecture by Masahiro Shinoda(July 14, 2008)—

Hide Murakawa

Abstract

In this lecture, Masahiro Shinoda discusses the characteristics of musical scores for
Japanese films created by Fumio Hayasaka and Toru Takemitsu.

Fumio Hayasaka, the composer of “Rashomon,” “Seven Samurai,” “Ugetsu” and
“Chikamatsu Monogatari,” was the guiding light for Toru Takemitsu. Shinoda explained
that both composers had a profound knowledge of Western music, and that they made
exceptional contributions to Japanese film music.

Shinoda directed 15 works with Takemitsu. Takemitsu desired to move beyond the
confines of the Western musical scale as represented by the piano keyboard.

In the film “Hanare Goze Orin” he used songs of blind female street singers, tunes
that cannot be put to Western arrangements, but also used distinctly Western
compositions.

In “Shinju Ten no Amijima” he rendered the Turkish flute with Japanese emotion.

Takemitsu's ideal was to “freely swim in the ocean of music, that is neither occidental
or oriental.”

Shinoda described how Takemitsu's music enabled him to break out of the category

called Japanese film.
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