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A Study of D. W. Griffith’s Film Editing Techniques:
About two Biograph Shorts

Yoshitaka Shimano

Abstract

The film editing methods of D. W. Griffith’s early works through analysis of his short
films such as The Sealed Room’ made in 1909 and ‘In The Border States’ made in 1910
is the focus in my research. In the first half of “The Sealed Room’, you can find a superior
example of one cut/ one sequense expressions. In the latter half of the work, you can also
find an example of editing technique to show tow spaces at once. His work such as ‘In
The Border States’ shows you an early example of dynamic film editing, which will be

later developed to “cross cutting”, editing technique.
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