H—R>2 « A7ty MK BIREBALH X HEH EIDK
—h—1R - F Tty bOdEhR & RE—

1

B oE OB T

Abstract

In recent years, establishing a low-carbon society has been emerged as a new policy priority, and consequently,
firms and individuals in Japan and in the whole world have tried to leave as little as possible the carbon footprint of
their activities on the earth.

In Japan, as seen in various public documents such as Guidelines for Carbon offset Treatment (issued by the
Ministry of Environment in February 2008), Achievement Targets in accordance with the Kyoto Protocol to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (publicized by the Ministry of Environment in
March, 2008), and Action Plan towards a Law- carbon society (signed by the Cabinet in July 2008), the diffusion
of carbon offset is being strongly promoted. Furthermore, in October, 2008 the offset credit system was first
introduced as a policy instrument to reduce carbon emission.

Thus, it can be said that 2008 marks the first year of carbon offset, and how to elevate individual consumers’
concern in lowering carbon emission is currently a critical issue.

This paper will first explain the significance and desirable effects of carbon offset promotion to the society, the
framework and target-wide categories of carbon offset, and to quote some examples of domestic and international

market responses related to the issue. Then, the paper will seek to discuss the related accounting methods.
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