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Historical Perceptions in Chinese Textbooks
Masao Mori

Abstract

The purpose of this essay is to show Chinese historical perceptions on the modern era by analyzing old and
new history textbooks. Besides the content of the textbooks, we look into how they are presented.

Previous textbooks stressed, in accordance with the Lenin doctrine, that invasions are essentially caused
by capitalism. In the new textbook used experimentally since 2001, this is no more stressed, except in the
case of describing the Opium War. Euphony and fine descriptions as in storytelling have increased instead.
By doing so, the new textbook makes pupils realize the Chinese historical perceptions that she had been a
victim of invaders for a century but they eventually had glorious victory against them, which renders them

national pride.



