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Rodorigo trampling down Humie or Knowledge’s conquest
——the theory of the (Silence) by Endo

Lee younghwa

Abstract

This paper is focused on the latter parts of the novel <Silence> - from the climax through the
conclusion - in which the main character Rodorigo made up his mind to trample Humie for himself on the
occasion of the sufferings of the Japanese believers tortured and executed.

Treading down Humie was nothing less than apostasy which had never been imagined by Rodorigo as a
priest and a missionary who were absorbed in only the success of the missionary work and martyrdom.

Rodorigo had known that what is universal in the western society is not the same as it is in the
Japanese society as he met both the apostates and martyrs.It was real heretical that Rodorigo trample
Humie from the viewpoint of the Catholic church at that time.What made it possible for a mere catholic
priest to do such a thing to overturn the catholic basic tenets.

Aside from the fact whether it is orthodox or paradox, what catholic god should be to the Japanese
people centering Rodorigo who trample the Humie is the main topic of this thesis.How Rodorigo accepted
the intercourse of the western and Japanese culture as a result of missionary work in the 17th century

would be discussed at the same time.
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