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A Study of Parallel Editing of D.W. Griffith’s Early Short:
About‘The Misers Heart’

Yoshitaka Shimano

Abstract
In ‘The Miser’s Heat’ made by D.W. Griffith in 1911, you can find a typical example of the use of
parallel editing techniques which was also knows as “Griffith’s last minute rescue”. After the
introduction, the first half of this short film begins with two parallel stories, with two pairs of
characters. The middle part, they finally combine into one sequence. The last half, two new pairs are
formed, separating again into parallel continuity, and again fusing into one. Such construction makes

a special suspense of Griffith’s film expression.
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“THE MISER’S HEART”
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UP TO HIS OLD TRICKS
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“THE MISER's HEART”
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